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Project One Decoding Tujia Culture
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Task One Tracing the History and Culture of Tujia

1.5: EFREAARE

1.5: The production and life of Tujia
1. A

1. Mountain production
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As soon as we arrive at the Tujia cottage, the first thing that catches our eye is the lofty
mountains. The farmers go up the slopes in the morning and stay on the mountains at night; in
some places, there are some dense virgin forests. There are dry lands growing buds and
potatoes everywhere, and even growing on the small flat dams in the mountain valleys, but
there are rare paddy fields. In some places, the method of planting widely and harvesting
thinly is still adopted for farming; farmers in more remote mountains still use the method of
“cutting fire sand” to till the mountains. "Cutting fire sand" is a more primitive production
method of the southern minorities in China in the past; it is also called "field",
"slash-and-burn cultivation" or "fire plowing and water hoeing". Before liberation, "cutting
fire sand" was common in the Tujia area.
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In 1985, there were still 70,000 mu of sloping land in western Hubei that was planted
with fire sand, and Wufeng also had tens of thousands of mu of land planted with fire sand
every year.
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Shetian of Tujia has the characteristics of its own ethnic group and region. Whenever the
spring ploughing season, when the Tujia farmers living in the mountains and hillsides need to
open up wasteland, a few or a dozen households go to the mountains in groups to "play gongs
and drums" to dig soil. On the land where all the trees and weeds had been burnt out, singers
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who "playing gongs and drums" directed the crowd, some played gongs and drums, some
sang the digging song, and worked hard to open the field. In summer, as dealing with bud
grain or rice field grass, it is necessary to play the "gongs and drums of the grass" and sing the

“singing grass song"; playing gongs and drums and singing mountain songs are inseparable
from the Tujia's long-term mountain labor. In ancient times, Tujia finned the Wuling
Mountains branch to open up the land, due to dense forests and high mountains, sparsely
populated, beasts in groups, endangering crops, in order to drive away the birds and animals,
the Tujia people were playing gongs and drums, singing, while working. At the same time, the
rhythmic song also played a role in encouraging labor enthusiasm. As the sound of drums and
gongs spread all over the valley, together with the songs, the atmosphere of labor was strong
and cheerful. For a long time, the traditional production custom of beating gongs, drums,
singing and labor has been formed. After the gongs and drums were played, the singer led the
song: “The sun comes out the slope is yellow, and the people are busy. The crowd echoed in
unison: "The gongs and drums are shaking the sky, and the Machaoju crosses several beams
(mountain ridges). The more you play the gongs, the louder the folk sound, the more you sing
the songs, the brighter the heart, you chase after me and catch up with me until the sun goes
down on the hill. “It has become a traditional habit for them to play gongs and drums and
sing songs when they do farming work in the mountains. They have the original nature of
mutual assistance in production. Several families or a dozen families in a village turn in
groups, and every family comes to play the gongs and drums. Each township has its own
musical tune, so there is a folk proverb that "the gongs and drums cannot go out of the
township, and each township has its own tune".
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The ancestors of Tujia were historically good at hunting, homemade wooden crossbows
and arrows, shooting tigers, which was very famous. Hunting has always been their main
subsidiary business. The common feet obtained from hunting are the best offerings for Tujia
ancestors, and tiger skins and incense were indispensable tributes to the emperor in the past.
Nowadays, they are still good at hunting, driving animals and protecting forests to ensure
abundant crops. Usually, Tujia single household or three or five households go into the
mountains for hunting based on invitation, which is called "catching the war", and the catch is
mostly birds and beasts such as pheasants, golden pheasant, hares, wild boars, musk deer, deer,
etc. Whenever the bud grain is ripe or when they are guarding the pig pens and cattle pens on
the mountain, the natives build a thatched hut on the mountain to hide themselves in order to
drive away the wild animals.
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They have a set of ingenious methods to fight wild boars, catch monkeys, and catch birds,
especially during the annual farming season and when the mountains are closed by snow,
farmers often go into the mountains in pairs for "hunting". Before entering the mountain, a
ceremony of sacrificing the gods and the gun is held, and then the old hunter arranges the
division of labor and then begins to hunt. Some people let the hounds lead the way to search
the beast, and then follow the "catching mountain"; some hold fast to catch the beast in the
place where it must pass. When the beast is found, immediately yell, scare the beast
everywhere, the shooter will take the opportunity to kill the birds and animals. The hunted
birds and beasts must be sacrificed to the hunting god first, and then will be distributed.
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Whoever hits the first shot gets the head of the beast and the skin of the beast, and the foot of
the beast is left to hang on the eaves of the house for ancestor worship. All the people who
participated in the hunt could get a share of the meat of the beast; in some places, those who
commanded the hunt could get an extra foot of the beast, which is the leftover of the original
commune distribution system. From the first to the fifteenth day of the first lunar month, the
Tujia people in Longshan and other places hunt on a large scale. Sometimes the number of
participants is as high as 100 people. Since each person who "attacks the circle" can get a
share of animal meat, the "attack circle" is also called "chasing meat”. There are songs
everywhere in the Tujia region to praise the hunting ability. Some songs from Wufeng say:
“There is a slope at the entrance, where there are many deer and rabbits. When you go back,
ask for a gunman, bring a chase dog, bring a shotgun, hemp dog, black dog, white dog, flower
dog, yellow dog, and drive out the mouth of the forest. With a plop, the son who defeated the
roe deer, the deer, and the rabbit will have a good harvest".
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Tujia people also have rich experience in protecting wild animals and domesticating
them. Because they have lived and cultivated the mountains for a long time, they are not only
good at planting cash crops suitable for growing in the mountains, but also good at forest
sealing and cultivating cash crops, and be able to cultivate wild plants for household crops.
The history of Tujia processing native products in mountainous areas is as short as two or
three hundred years and as long as more than a thousand years. It is evident that they have
rich experience in forestry and secondary production and processing. Tujia people have been
good at making tea since ancient times. During the Qingming Festival, when the tea tree spit
out tender buds, they pick the fresh leaves of the top of the tree to make tea, which is brewed
with mountain spring water, and its taste is particularly fragrant and sweet. In 1756,
Cantonese merchants bought "Yongmei tea" and sold it to foreign countries. Tujia tea, not
only has long been imported into the Central Plains, but also the tea-making skills, have also
been passed on to the Han people. Therefore, there are many poems, myths and stories about
tea in the Tujia area. The legend of "How Longjing became Baihejing" is one of them. In
ancient times, in the five palaces of Rongyangtu in Sangzheping (now Hefeng Rongmei Town)
on the Zhexi River (now Danshui), a Qinglong was demoted and struck to death by lightning,
and was buried in Longquan Well. Beside the well is the Weifengtai Tea Mountain, which was
built by Beijinka (that is, Tujia) people. There lived a tea farmer named Xiang Changsheng at
the foot of the mountain. He had a beautiful daughter named Cha Gu. They not only knew
how to grow tea, but also had good tea making skills. Father and daughter depended on tea for
their business and depended on each other for life. Before and after the Qingming Festival,
when the new tea gardens were opened, they picked the new tea, stir-fry it with the pot,
rubbed it with the hands, and stepped on the foot to make the first-class green tea. The king of
Tiantu used the boiled Longjing water to brew the green tea that the local people paid tribute.
The aroma of the tea wafted far, far away. One year, this tea aroma rushed to the yard of Taiyi

Zhenren who tasted divine tea on Wudang Mountain. He sent a white crane boy down to the
world to find out where the tea aroma came from, and asked him to learn this tea-making skill.
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White crane boy traveled a lot, and finally learned that Xiang Changsheng's home was under
the mighty typhoon. He transformed himself beside Longjing and became a young tea farmer.
He went straight to Xiang’s house and insisted on worshiping Changsheng as a teacher to
learn the arts. Seeing that the white brane boy was sincere and willing to learn from
Changsheng, he accepted him as his apprentice. Who knew that this matter was discovered by
the king of Tiantu, so he sent his confidant, Tan Bazi, to his house to launch a punitive
campaign (because there was a prohibition that the barbarians should not leave the country
and the Han should not enter the country); Tan Bazi saw that white brane boy's supernatural
power was too strong to match him, so he said: "If the tea you pay tribute can be brewed in a
tea bowl and you can see the white crane, you can make tea here for a living. ” White brane
agreed, and then sent Tan Bazi away. White brane used all the skills he had learned from
Master Xiang and made a fragrant green tea. The next day, the three of them took this tea to
the earth kings palace and brewed the tea with Longjing boiling water. From the tea bowl, a
clear fragrance of tea came to the nostrils, and in the thick heat, a pair of white cranes stood
floating, making the earth king mad. He took a sip of tea and shouted, "It is very fragrant than
osmanthus tea, ten times sweeter than bee sugar tea, it is really good tea.” When the earth
king was about to taste the second bowl, he found out that Xiang Changsheng and others had
already walked out of the palace gate. White brane boy fell in love with the tea girl during his
studies, but after being discovered by Tan Bazi, heasked Changsheng for 18 dan of teas. If
he couldn’t pay off the debt, he had to use tea girl to pay off the debt, trying to break up the
relationship between white brane and tea girl, but the purpose was not achieved. Tan Bazi also
designed to kill white brane when they were holding a wedding beside Longjing during the
Duanyang Festival, in order to realize the plot of the earth king to occupy the tea girl.
Therefore, when they got married, they were pushed out of Baihe well. Tea girl will fly back
every year during the Duanyang Festival and rest on Bafeng Mountain, so Sangzheping has
become Hefeng City; Hefeng is also worthy of being the "hometown of tea". This legend
shows that Tujia has advanced tea planting and tea making skills, which have contributed to
enriching the lives of people of all ethnic groups.
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Shizhu and Lichuan are the main counties in the country where coptis chinensis is grown.
There is a legend that, more than seven hundred years ago, in a ravine dozens of miles away
from Muchanggou, there was a Tao's Tujia people, one day, an herbalist came to his family,
begging to stay there for a few days and pick some herbs on the spot. When the medicine
picker left, he gave the Tao family a medicine that was smaller than rapeseed, and told the
owner that its name was coptis chinensis, and when it grew up, it looked like a grass from a
distance, and it looked like artemisia annua up from a distance, as long as people recognized it,
it would definitely turn around. This coptis chinensis was cultivated year after year (usually
three to five years to harvest), harvested a lot of coptis chinensis, and later became a rich
household, which is also known as “coptis chinensis ditch". Later, several girls from the Tao
family got married in other places and took the seeds away, and other places would also plant
coptis chinensis. Since then, the Tujia people in Muchanggou have been planting coptis
chinensis from generation to generation, which is also a traditional way for them to get rich.
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Most of the Tujia people live in mountainous villages, and few people live in cities and
towns, and few do business. In the past, there were very few markets where people in the
Tujia area exchanged, but after liberation, there were already several state-run shops or supply
and marketing cooperatives in larger districts and townships such as Tea Shops and Yesandian.

But some people still had the disgraceful concept of selling things; there were also some Tujia
people living in the mountains. They had never even been to the market, let alone a business.
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2. Mountain life
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Now, on the surface, the costumes of the Tujia people seem to be similar to those of the
local Han people, and only a few traces of ancient costumes can still be seen. However, the
costumes and preserved costumes of the Tujia elderly in the alpine areas are not only very
different from those of the Han people, but also very different from the costumes of the Miao
and Dong.

TR NEGE T LT A B R, AR PP Bl RAEHER L
TR BUa, BRBERAH 7N, BRI, BT R E R SONE TSN, Kk
WifE 200 SR8 FARALAS K . MERIHT, 28 AT HE ENERBCR, iU, TTRKA.

The Tujia people once had a stage when both men and women wore short clothes, tube
skirts, bare feet and vertebral hair, and the attire was the same. Around the time of
"bureaucratization of native officers" in the Qing Dynasty, there was a difference in the
costumes of men and women. In the early days of liberation, except that women changed from
wearing skirts to trousers, their costumes did not change much in the past 200 years. Before

liberation, there was a big difference in costumes between the rich and the poor, but after
liberation, there was no big difference.
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On the heads of Tujia women, a 7-foot or 14-foot silk handkerchief or cloth handkerchief
in a circular shapeis wrapped around the head. The top is a short shirt of linen and cotton with
a short neck, a large left placket, and large sleeves, and is sewn from self-spinning,
self-weaving, and self-dyed native cloth. Older women like to wear blue costumes, and some
older women also wear collarless costumes. Form middle-aged women's dress, more like to
choose pink and blue flower costumes (usually wear a plain top, only embroidered with some
floral circles in the corners of the two clothes). The collar of women's costumes is about five
points high, and there are three flower belts on it, called "three strands of tendons", the
shoulders are outside, and the placket under the outer edge and the outer edge of the shoulder
is embellished with a wide green edge, and then pasted with three small strips of five-colored
plum strips of equal width, hooked flowers on the chest, and decorated with small strips of
lace on the cuffs and plackets. Usually, women wear a top, there is no collar and low collar,
long placket (long and knee-length) and short placket, on a plain bottom, shoulders and
placket are pressed with another color of cloth strips. Some small flowers are embroidered on
the left and right or one corner of the placket, and two cloth strips of another color are pressed
on the cuffs. The cuffs of married women with child-bearing are larger, and the sleeves are
rolled up to facilitate the baby's breastfeeding. When women work, they also wear "waists".
Women's "eight Luo skirts" have many straight pleats, and some are embroidered with
patterns, which are solemn and elegant; some women wear large-legged trousers, which are
often rolled with two or three five-color plum blossom strips or plain colors at a distance of a
few inches from the trousers.
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Tujia women were barefoot when they were young, but when they grew up, they wear
their own cloth shoes. In the past, Tujia girls generally began to learn to make shoes at the age

of eight or nine, and learned to embroider at the age of eleven or twelve; whoever had
beautiful embroidered flowers on their shoes would be praised by the neighbors and villagers.
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Women's jewelry is more abundant and quite distinctive. In addition to the silver hairpins
on the bun, when wearing a fancy dress, they also wear various styles of gold and silver hair
flowers and silver earrings such as "lanterns", "melon seeds", "single rings", "two rings", etc.
On the right side of the chest is a "silver ring", on which hangs eight strings of silver chains,
and on the chain are silver medals, silver bells, silver teeth, and silver digging ears; they also
wear a hand ring on the wrist and rings on their fingers.

By R R R, S F R OB A SR A TR N7 IR SRR
HE®ES, BCAZH. FFELTEFGEE, 7 Ebd. .+ AEEMN
7. ZEHNEFLIHEREAR, EREEECITERAREROAm%, & “EER”
s AEREAC SIS SR A LA, AR ARG o BT 2 F A E AT L BT AR T,
FERRAEER EIE “ATRER”  (BRR “HEAR” ), BHEN 2 RBee s, RN R

I, 7% A

The decoration of men is relatively simple, and the head is wrapped ina “herringbone"
shape with a blue or white earth cloth; in the past, they usually wore an earring on the left ear,
but it is rare now. Young men like to wear blouses with seven, nine, and eleven pairs of
unequal buttons. Older men often wear collarless full-breasted short clothes, and in the past
they also pressed plain cloth around the short shirt placket, wore "pipa lapel" clothing; and
wore a black cloth single coat on the outside of the short coat, commonly known as the "crow
coat". Men often wear white cloth waist and large trousers of green and blue cloth, wrap
"cloth feet" (or “legs" on the knees to ankles), they go barefoot or wear grass shoes when
farming, and only wear green and black cloth shoes when they are idle or when they are out.
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In the past, the Tujia people mostly made a living by fishing and hunting, mountain
cutting, with corn grain as their main food, and rice as their supplement. In recent years, the
number of areas where rice is the main food has increased, but many people still use bud grain,
potatoes and buckwheat as their main food. The housewives grind bud grain into powder,
steam it in a pot on a heated kang tripod, or boil it to make bud grain powder rice. In
Yongshun, Longshan, Laifeng, Hefeng and other places, many people mix the rice with bud
grain and eat it; that is, add water in a pot to boil the rice, and then mix with bud grain,
therefore the rice is fragrant and resistant to hunger. It is called “Jinbao Yin" rice.
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When Tujia people eat, they always pour all the dishes into the pot and cook them, then
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add the chili, pepper, green onion, ginger and other spices, and then each family member puts
on a bowl and eats around the heated kang.
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Tujia people like to cook with beans during festivals or when guests come. Before the
Chinese New Year, they often grind soybeans into pulp. When serving meals, they boil the soy
juice, add fresh green vegetables, and cook it. Tujia calls this kind of dish “bean dregs" (in
some places it is called "lazy Doufu"). Tujia people in eastern Sichuan like to boil soybean
juice, boil it into “bean flowers", add wild pepper and salt to serve, and call it “bean flowers
rice", which has a unique flavor.
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Every Tujia household has sauerkraut jars and dried peppers, and sauerkraut and chili
peppers are indispensable for every meal. In the past, poor people had no money to buy salt,
and they often used pepper to take flavor. Because the mountain spring water they quoted is
very cold, they often eat chili to warm the stomach and spleen, so as to maintain health, so
Tujia have a folk proverb “Chili is used as salt and slag for the New Year” .
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Tujia people often use bamboo tubes as troughs to introduce spring water into their
houses for drinking. On the side of the road in the mountains and fields, they often set up a
simple "half mansion" or "pergola" near the mountains and springs, where people can rest for
a while, and they can drink to quench their thirst and enjoy the cool. There are also many
Tujia people who make tea in a special clay pot beside the heated kang. The tea has a strong
taste and is called "pot tea". Some Tujia people are good at rough processing old tea leaves
into "Lao Meng Tea", boiled with water, the color is golden yellow, the taste is mellow, a
small amount of drinking can boost the spirit, and drinking too much will make people dizzy
and sleepy, so Tujia has a folk proverb “Drinking tea is also drunk” .
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Usually, the Tujia people in Chengfeng, Laifeng, Hefeng and other places also like to
make "oil tea soup". There are many camellia seed trees cultivated by Tujia in the branch of
Wuling Mountain. During the harvest season, not only the camellia seeds on the trees are
picked, but the camellia seeds scattered on the ground are also picked up and squeezed into
tea seed oil for consumption. When they want to drink oil tea soup, first heat the iron pot on
the stove red, fry the tea leaves with tea seed oil, and then add water to boil, and add some
sesame, ginger, green onion, salt, etc., so it becomes the oil tea soup with meals. When there
are guests visiting or during festivals, Tujia also use fried peanuts, walnut kernels, soybeans,
rice soaked, bun grain soaked, etc., beat three or four eggs, and put them into the boiled oil tea
soup, known as "egg tea", it tastes delicious and has a mountain village flavor. Tujia people in
western Hunan like to eat fried rice, candy, and dough trees. "Fried rice" is to steam the
glutinous rice in a rice steamer first, take it out and dry it in the sun, and then fry it with sand
to make rice bubbles, which is called as "fried rice". When eating, they put the fried rice in a
bowl, brew it with boiling water, add sugar, and then drink. “Candy" is to make fried rice with
boiled caramel, put it in a wooden frame and lay it flat, sprinkle some peanuts, walnuts and
sesame on it, and cut it into pieces to become "candy". Before liberation, Tujia people also
used it as a "fruit offering" for sacrifices. "Tuanxi" is to first steam the glutinous rice, put it in
a round mold, spread it out and dry it, it becomes a cooked glutinous rice dumpling cake, fried
it in oil called "tuanxi", crisp and delicious. Store it in an altar for home food and hospitality,
or as a gift.
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During the Chinese New Year and festivals, Tujia people love to “beat papa" to eat,
which has formed a traditional habit. For example, when Hefeng takes a trip to Maping and
has a surname of Tang, he must beat papa to pay respect to the New Year. Every year on the
27th or 28th day of the twelfth lunar month, every household beats papa. On the glutinous rice
papa prepared, a mold carved from good wood is used to print various patterns, which is
called "Yinyin papa". After the second day of the New Year, the son-in-law will bring a papa
to his parents-in-law's house for New Year's greetings, and the eldest son-in-law will bring the
"Double Dragon Haunting the Sea" Yinyin papa. For New Year's greetings, they will send big
papa, and their children will eat small papa. The more papa they beat during the Chinese New
Year, the more wealthy their family will be. Some Tujia people in western Hunan also
developed the rule of "one match" with five papas.
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Tujia also have the habit of “smacking wine". The wine is made from glutinous rice, bun
grain or sorghum and koji, and is stored in an altar; generally, it is stored for at least seven or
eight months or a year, or several years. When drinking, take out the altar, rinse with cold
water, insert a bamboo tube, take turns to suck and drink, while sucking and rinsing, the taste
is sweet and fragrant. At present, smacking wine is still popular in Shizhu, Chengfeng and
other places, and most people elsewhere have used earthen bowls to hold buds or rice to make
a higher concentration of liquor. Because liquor is poured into a bowl, the foam that rises does

not dissipate, so Tujia name this wine as "pile flowers wine". The Tujia people like to drink,
and they can drink a few bowls even if they don’t have snacks.

14



D HRRARE R RENE AR BIFNE RS
THE LIBRARY OF INHERITANCE AND INNOVATION OF MINORITY CLOTHES

iﬁw%%ﬁﬁﬁ%,um%ﬁﬂﬁ,ﬁn ﬂ%EmTTmoi%%g%%ﬁ%
Bz, WRRBERERKIERT, BEEOER, MK, TEKTZHE, BEEERT
WZiE A IEH RIS, Lt HIEGEIESS, BRI, £30R 1 st& s
S, RN R B, U, KPSy CBRIIE T A R
Bl “WRAHRE” BRI, O, BRNFEFERE. WA Aamn, JRSE s
FHo “EMPA” XM IR L R BCRIBRT IR R RUE S A
MY, SAEERBIL, BN ERER. TORRER. HFasE. SImRAE M.
PUpg L2 AL, — SR EANRTITR, BB ERTEANNESR: EARBM
SENMA, BAAMERE, ENREBEHRE . LXMW EE E, B Tg. W, &,
EUAET . BN LB 5. REAE, EAEE LILATEAR. MIER R,
BN ARSI, MORWZEP R B BRI Bk, & RNZE G, BPAEIMEEE.
G de AT ORI SRR A K AT ) “BPEE” , FAWMEHRER.

Tujia people are always hospitable to relatives and friends when they visit their homes,
and a cup of tea is indispensable when entering the door. There are many types of Tujia
hospitality tea, that is, egg tea for distinguished guests or elders, oil tea for rare and distant
guests, and clear tea for regular guests. Guests eat rice tea in the first month, chrysanthemum
tea in September and October, and sugar tea at festive wine banquets. When Tujia has a
distinguished guest or a wedding, a banquet is often held to celebrate. The areas of Hefeng,
Wufeng and Changyang are generally divided into two types: “Shukouxi" and “Kanduoxi".
"Shukouxi" has the main dishes such as crispy meat, braised meat, steamed meat and so on.

“ Kanduoxi" has the main dishes such as covered noodle meat, stewed meat, and so on.
“Covered noodle meat", also known as "Bridge meat", "Big Piece Meat" or "Big Tuo Meat",
it is fatty meat cut into thick slices of meat, placed in the shape of a bridge, covering the
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mouth of the lotus bowl, and there are fragrant seasonings, delicious meat, ribs and so on
inside the bowl. There are two liang, four liquor or even half jin, on the one hand it shows that
the host is generous and hospitable, and on the other hand it shows the wealth of the host. If
the host graciously gives the guests meat, and the guests do not resign, and the host will feel
extremely happy. In Tujia feasts, in addition to chicken, meat and eggs, the meat of wild birds
and beasts is also used as "mountain treasures". After the guest arrives, the host often goes up
the mountain to hunt for entertaining the guest. In summer, they drink turtledove and golden
pheasant soup to relieve the heat; in autumn they eat the meat of wild boar, river deer and deer
to nourish their bodies; and in winter they eat meat of hare and wild mutton to keep out the
cold. The dollfish and crab (spiny-breasted frog) are both edible "wild food" grown in the
cave, and are often used by the hosts for feasting.
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The most distinctive feature of their food storage is cured bacon. Tujia people in the
Wuling Mountains, every familyraises“year pigs” every year. There are many kinds of pig
feeds, and there are many places to come. They start to slaughter pigs and bake "bacon" in the
twelfth month of the lunar year, first pickling the fresh meat in a jar, then taking it out after
smoking it with cypress sticks and other shady fires, and hanging it high in a smoky and
ventilated place under the eaves. The meat is orange and tasty, and some of them are kept for
several years without deterioration. Tujia people always like to cook "bacon" to entertain
guests.
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The foundations of Tujia houses are chosen in high-risk places, which are related to the
fact that the native leaders of the Tusi period had to rely on the mountains to resist intruders.
For the location of the house, the mountain shape is mostly used, "sitting north facing south"
or "sitting south facing north", not only to shelter from the wind and cold, but also to get
warm from the sun.
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Tujia village is often the same family surname, or the same family surname lives together.

Therefore, many place names in the Tujia area are related to the local mountain shape or
surname. The elderly are clear where the Tujia family settlement is a Tujia village at least.
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In the past, only native officials and chieftains were allowed to build houses with wood,
cover the roof with tiles, and engraved various patterns on the pillars and beams. There were
strict regulations on the height of the house. The buildings built by the natives could only
have two floors, and the height of each floor should not exceed ten feet and eight, which was
strictly distinguished from the height of the Palace of the Seven Kings. Generally, farmers are
only allowed to use bamboo, wooden branches, stalks, etc. to weave the walls of their houses,
and the roofs are covered with thatch, commonly known as "thousands of stigmas fall to the
ground". The grass hut is low, the fire is made inside the house, the four sides are ventilated,
and the activities of the people in the room can be seen outside the room. The native officials
built houses, all relying on the labor of the natives; farmers have always built houses by au
pair and mutual assistance. They always choose to build houses on the eighth, eighteenth, and
twenty-eighth dates of the ancient lunar calendar. Therefore, the Tujia people have a folk
saying that "if you wait for unexpected wealth, you can't leave the eighth".
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Now, the houses in the Tujia area are generally "three pillars, four rides and three rooms"
or "five pillars, four rides and three rooms". The wooden houses with wooden walls are also
built with earth walls; there are also large houses with six rows of five rooms and ten rows of
nine rooms, there are also big houses, but there are not many of them. The Tujia people in the
west of Hunan and Hubei live a three-room earthen house, the middle hall house is a place to
worship ancestors and welcome guests, the left room is a living room, and the right wing
room has a fire shop hall for cooking and eating", there is a heated kang inside, which is
called “heated kang house". A kang frame is built with brick and stone around the heated
kang, and an iron tripod is placed in the center as a stove to cook food; a wooden grill hangs
from the heated kang to bake food. Some are hung on the shelf with up and down "punch
hooks" (similar to pulleys), which can be hung things and hung in pots to boil water. Some
households put a floor around the heated kang for people to seat and sleep on, and some use
wooden boards to separate them in the house, and the small room at the back is used for
people to stay and store their belongings. Their residences are different according to their
seniority, they are separated from men and women, there are half or full eaves at the back of
the house, and they are surrounded by stalks, which can be used to store miscellaneous objects
or as a toilet.
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Most of the Tujia people live in dry-rail houses; some have flat-sided wing houses whose
columns are suspended as hanging buildings, with people living above and corrals for pigs
and cattle below; some are built on one side of the main house or where the two sides are
connected. Or two stilted buildings, above which are the places where women weave and spin
thread and make flowers for shoe thorns and below they raise livestock and store firewood.
Most of the stilted buildings are left empty on the ground floor, without fences, and some are

built with stone fences to prevent sweating. There are also balconies on the stilted buildings,
surrounded by wooden railings. The wealthy households have carved flowers on the railings
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and window sills, which are quaint and unique in style. The stilted building is sheltered from
wind and cold, ventilated and dry, warm in winter and cool in summer, and comfortable in
living
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The walls in front of the Tujia houses and the stilted buildings are covered with bun grain
heap or strings of tobacco leaves. There is a relatively wide drying field in front of the house.
Outside the drying field, there are often stone walls. The dense bamboo behind the house is a
natural fence. This is the beautiful scene of Tujia Mountain Village.
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Before liberation, it was very inconvenient for people of all ethnic groups living in the
mountains on the border of Hunan, Hubei, Sichuan and Guizhou to communicate with each
other. Because when people go to the market, they have to go up the mountain for more than
ten miles, go down the mountain for twelve miles, even dozens of miles. Therefore, there are
many elderly people who have never been to the market once in their lives, and rarely visit
relatives.  “Shout up to the mountain and walk for a long time." Most of them go out to visit
relatives and friends during Chinese New Year and festivals.
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The transportation in the mountainous areas of Hunan and Hubei is very inconvenient.
Most of the transportation uses animal power, and it is also carried on the shoulders of people.
Most of the livestock are dwarf Sichuan horses, cattle and mules produced in the south. Each
livestock weighs only 100 pounds and travels slowly on rugged mountain roads.
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For manual transportation, bamboo woven baskets, wooden unicycles, long-handled
bamboo pans and “horseshoe clamp" made of wooden frames are often used. In particular,
the use of back baskets is the most common. "People do not leave the basket, and the basket
does not leave the back", which is the true portrayal of the Tujia's burden. Men and women
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from Tujia cottages go up the mountain to mow grass, collect firewood, and harvest grains, all
of which are carried back home by baskets. Before liberation, the unit of calculation for
picking millet and backing bun grain is called "yun"; a "yun" is 120 to 140 jin. When Tujia

women go out, they always put their children in the back basket, put some food in it, and then
insert a paper umbrella and walk on their backs.
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There are many rivers and streams between Wuling and Dalou Mountains, and the Tujia
people use boats as means of transportation. The mountains along the border between Hunan,
Hubei, Sichuan and Guizhou are rich in bamboo and wood. They use bamboo rafts and
wooden rafts to transport bamboo and wood in large quantities to foreign countries. There are
many experts in the Tujia village who are dredging and rafting. Youshui, Qingjiang, Wujiang
boasts its own self-contained style.
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3. Change of production and life
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The production and way of life of Tujia, with the social changes, especially after the
founding of New China, not only changed greatly, but also faster compared with that before
liberation.
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Before liberation, the Tujia area with "one foot in three provinces" or "one foot in four
provinces" could really be called a “ backcountry". At that time, warlords and bureaucrats
were rampant, local tyrants were doing mischief, and bandits kidnapped everywhere. They
were all three in one, and they harmed the Tujia people. Even the former merchants were
reluctant to trade here, social production stagnated and declined. With the founding of New

China, the situation of Tujia inhabited areas has undergone great changes, especially the rapid
development of industrial and agricultural production.
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Before liberation, there was no industry in the Tujia area, and the processing relied on
some handicrafts and workshops. There were at most three or two semi-mechanical and
semi-manual knitting socks and towel factories in a county. Yongshun is a large county in
western Hunan, and there is only one factory that uses automobile engines to generate
electricity. Most cities and towns do not have electrical machinery; the vast number of
peasants in the rural cottages of Tujia relies on "lighting poles" at night and light up pines at
home. It is good to be able to light "copper oil lamp" and "vegetable oil lamp ” . After
liberation, modern industrial, mining and energy industries emerged in towns and cities in the
Tujia area. After more than 30 years of construction, industries such as electric power,
electronics, agricultural machinery, building materials, and ethnic crafts have sprung up like
mushrooms after a rain. Among them, hydropower construction is very prominent.
Changyang and Jianshi counties have joined the list of 100 hydropower counties in China.
Therefore, the industrial output value of the border areas of the four counties has increased
several times or even dozens of times. In 1952, there were only more than 30 handicraft
workshops in western Hunan. By 1985, there were 949 modern industrial and mining
enterprises with a total industrial output value of 476 million yuan. In 1952, there were only
44 small industrial enterprises in western Hubei. By 1985, the number of industrial enterprises
had increased to 994, with an output value of 455 million yuan. The other 7 autonomous
counties each had about 200 industrial and mining enterprises. Some Tujia cottages, with the
establishment and development of modern industry, have become emerging small cities, and

this type of town does not more than one or two, they are like the stars in the night sky shining
in the media.
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Before liberation, in the remote places in the deep mountains and forests where Tujia
people lived, there was at most one "big road" paved with slate, and in some places there was
no such road, and transportation mainly depended on people picking, carried by cattle, mules,
horses, and there were not many places where large wooden roller wheelbarrows could be
used. The Sichuan-Hunan Highway in the border area of the four provinces passed
through southeastern Sichuan and entered western Hunan. The highway in western Hunan
was 178 kilometers long, and there was only one car driving. In western Hubei, there was
only one more than 300-kilometer-long Bashi highway from Badong to Shimenkan. The
traffic was so blocked that "you couldn't get in, you couldn't get out". After liberation, the
traffic situation in the Tujia mountainous area has been greatly improved. It used to take at
least three days and three nights to travel from Wuhan to Enshi, but now it can be reached in
an hour by plane. Dayong is building an airport, and there will be civil aviation planes flying
between Changsha and Dayong. The highway network in the Tujia settlement area has been
completed, and all the provinces, prefectures and counties have been opened to traffic, and
80% of the townships have access to cars. The postal network has long been established and
has modern communication equipment such as radio facsimiles. Transportation can be
described as extending in all directions, changing the situation of "isolation".
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Agriculture in the areas where the Tujia people live has also undergone major changes.
In the past, it was widely planted and meagerly harvested, relying on the sky to eat. Now,
many places have practiced intensive cultivation and scientific farming. In the past, the
agricultural structure was single, and only grain was grown. Now, according to local
conditions, diversified operations are being carried out, and the industrial structure is being
changed. In the past, it was all operated by human and animal power. Now, electric machinery
is used, and it is developing in the direction of agricultural modernization.
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After the liberation, the total agricultural output value of the Tujia area has increased
year by year, and now it has increased several times compared with before liberation. The
annual increment rate is generally around 4%-5%, and the development speed is still
relatively fast.
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After the founding of the People's Republic of China, with the development of socialist
economic construction, the industrial and agricultural production changed greatly, the living
standards of the Tujia people also improved significantly, and the way of life also changed.
When we visited the old people of Tujia in the 1950s, they told the life situation of the old
society: "they eat rice paste, wear plants and leaves, cover with rice husks, and live in
thatched huts." This is indeed a portrayal of their lives at that time. There were 153 Tujia
families in Caoguo in Longshan Car Washing River, and 123 households lacked grain at the
beginning of liberation; among them, more than 70 households did not wear cotton-padded
clothes. In Laifeng Yueliang Township, 70% of the Tujia farmers did not have enough to eat
or wear warm clothes.
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After the founding of the People's Republic of China, more than 80% of the farmers in
the Tujia areas have solved the problem of food and clothing, and the lives of the vast
majority of the Tujia people have been improved. The staple food eaten is no longer bud grain,
but more rice. In the past, Tujia people in Longshan, Yongshun and other places only ate two
meals a day during the slack in autumn and winter, but now it has been changed to three
meals. Although the Tujia people still like to eat chili peppers, vegetables are grown beside
the house and in the garden. Farmers near the market towns still have surplus vegetables to
sell, and some also go to distant small and medium-sized cities to trade. Every year, the
amount of meat eaten by every family is not a few catties or a dozen catties, but a few dozen
catties. "Every family kills pigs"; their refined bacon and ham are also sold in the market.
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The thatched hut where the "four capitals" fell to the ground has almost disappeared.
40%-90% of Tujia farmers have built bungalows and buildings with civil and brick structures.
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THE LIBRARY OF INHERITANCE AND INNOVATION OF MINORITY CLOTHES
In the past, the whole village was often a building on stilts; but now, most of them are new
rural buildings that have risen from the ground.
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In the past, Tujia had not only the fewest number of daily necessities, but also not many
varieties. Now, many Tujia farmers have begun to use high-end and durable commodities. In
the 1980s, household appliances not only arrived in towns in the Tujia area, but also in
farmers' homes. In western Hunan Autonomous Prefecture, there are 3 TV sets for every 100
households; in Hefeng County, Western Hubei Autonomous Prefecture, due to the large
number of TV sets in Tujia people, ground receiving stations have also been established to
give full play to the role of TVs.
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