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Task One Tracing the History and Culture of Tujia
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1.3: Population distribution and ethnic names of Tujia
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Between the inland, mountain and valleys bordering the four provinces of Hunan, Hubei,
Sichuan and Guizhou, there are several ethnic minorities, one of whom is Tujia.
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Tujia is mainly distributed in the alpine zone of the Wuling Mountains. According to the
third national census in 1982, the total population of Tujia is 2,832,743, which is the most
populous among the ethnic minorities in China.
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Longshan and Yongshun in Tujia and Miao Autonomous Prefecture of western Hunan,
Hunan Province, Baojing, Sangzhi and Dayong counties have a large population of Tujia
living together, and some of the other four counties in the prefecture also have some Tujia
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people. In the five counties of Laifeng, Hefeng, Xianjun Xuan'en and Lichuan in the territory
of Western Hubei Tujia and Miao Autonomous Prefecture of Hubei Province, the number of
Tujia people in the total population is relatively large, and the Tujia people in the three
counties of Enshi, Jianshi and Padang are mostly concentrated in the south of the Qingjiang

River, showing a situation in which the Tujia people in southwest Hubei are concentrated in
the south and the Han people are far to the north.
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Wufeng Tujia Autonomous County in Yichang, Hubei, where the Tujia people live
together, has 1 district, town, and 36 townships. Except for the 3 districts in the east. In
addition to the 3 districts in the east, the town is Tujia and the Han mixed area, the central and
western parts of the county are the more concentrated residences of the Tujia people The
Tujia people in Changyang Tujia Autonomous County account for 47.46% of the total

population of the county, and most of them live in the places between the mountains and
valleys in the county.
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In the Fuling area on the southeastern border of Sichuan, there are many Tujia people

living together in Xiushan Tujia and Miao Autonomous County, Youyang Tujia and Miao
Autonomous County and Qianjiang Tujia and Miao Autonomous County. Some Tujia people
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in Pengshui Miao and Tujia Autonomous County live together with Miao and Han people.

The Tujia population in Shizhu Tujia Autonomous County accounts for 53% of the total
population of the county.
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There are Yanhe Tujia Autonomous County and Yinjiang Tujia and Miao Autonomous

County where Tujia people live together in Tongren area in the late northern part of Guizhou
Province.
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The above situation shows that the Tujia people are a mountainous ethnic group living in
the Wuling Mountains, south of the Yangtze River in China, and between the creeks and
caves of the rest of the Dalou Mountains. Generally speaking, the places where the Tujia
people live together are mostly the areas where the chieftain system was established in the
Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties. Historically, in the surrounding border areas of these areas,
and the few data points in individual chieftain districts, the feudal dynasty also set up
guardhouses, and the number of Tujia people living in these areas was much smaller than
those in chieftain district. There were also Tujia people living in scattered places in the
non-chieftain and Weisuo areas in these areas. Due to the flow of ethnic migration, there are
still individual Tujia settlements within the present-day ethnically scattered areas.
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For historical reasons, Tujia lives in the inland mountainous areas near the Central Plains,
on the edge of the Yunnan-Guizhou Plateau, at the throat of the southwestern Xidong frontier,
and intermingled with the more numerous Han people living in the area. Tujia people are
mostly living in groups. There are fewer single-family households: some have one surname
and one village, or several surnames and one village. Most of the Tujia villages are located in
mountainous rural areas, generally in stagnant areas where there are dangers to be guarded.
Most of the Han residents live in villages adjacent to small towns.
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Settlement of Tujia, often near Miao settlements or settlements of other minorities. The
Miao villages in Huayuan, Jishou, Fenghuang and Luxi counties in western Hunan Tujia and
Miao Autonomous Prefecture are relatively dense. For a long period of time in Guzhang
County, Han, Miao and Tujia residents each accounts for 1/3. In the 4 counties in the south of
western Hunan Tujia and Miao Autonomous Prefecture, there are many people living mixed
with Tujia residents, and the 5 autonomous counties in southeast Sichuan, except for Shizhu,
are all inhabited by Miao Tujia residents living together on one piece of land.
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Inhabited by the Tujia and Miao in western Hunan, southeastern Sichuan, and
northeastern Guizhou, there are other ethnic minority settlements. For example, there are
some Bai villages in Sangzi and Hefeng counties. There are Hui villages in Longshan, and

some Dong villages in Xuanen and Sisi. There are also Mongolian settlements in Hefeng and
other counties.
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In short, at the junction of Hunan, Hubei, Sichuan and Guizhou provinces, although is
the first place where Tujia and Miao people live together, there are also scattered settlements
of other ethnic minorities, and a large number of Han people live there. This distribution of
ethnic groups is conducive to people of all ethnic groups interacting with each other, learning

and sharing experience with each other, and providing extremely favorable conditions for the
common progress and prosperity of the people of all ethnic groups.



