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Use needles instead of brushes, extremely gorgeous-Zigong tie-dye

g
Tie-dye
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The tie-dyeing technique in Zigong City, Sichuan Province is popular in Bashu region. It
originated in the Qin and Han dynasties and was widely used in the Tang dynasty, known as
"Jiao Xiue".
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Zigong tie-dye is based on the ancient traditional craftsmanship. Through the continuous
exploration and summary of generations of folk craftsmen, dozens of tie-dye techniques such
as twisting, sewing, binding, bundling, cutting, folding, binding and clamping have been
sorted out to form a unique set of production techniques. Zigong tie-dye uses needles instead
of brushes and zha xie dyeing, making geometric patterns and freehand brushwork patterns
including figures, animals, flowers and birds, calligraphy, etc. vaguely appear on tie-dye
products, and the techniques are ingenious and have local characteristics.
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History of Zigong Tie-dye
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Hu Sansheng, a native of the Song Dynasty, wrote in Zizhi Tongjianyin Zhu (Zizhi
Tongjianyin Zhu) that: "Xue Cuo is knotted with threads and then dyeed. If it is dyeed, the
knot will be removed. Everywhere is the original color, and the rest is dyeed. Its color is
colorful." "Vale" is the so-called tie-dyeing technique today.
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The technique of tie-dyeing has been inherited since ancient times: first, tie-workers design
and make quilted fabrics; then put them into dyeing vats for dyeing. Due to the different
weights of the tiers, the fabrics will show magical patterns when soaked in color paste due to
different elastic pressure after being tied.
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Zigong tie-dye was first made of pure cotton with strong craftsmanship. Now it has
developed into the tie-dye art on various pure natural fabrics such as cotton, linen, silk and
satin and leather. The dyeing procedure of Zigong tie-dye has gradually evolved from
monochromatic to multicolored overdyeing. The dyeing is colorful. The same work has
complex colors and durable puncture marks. Some tie-dye patterns present the artistic effect
of radiation from the center to the surroundings.
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Artistic Aesthetics of Zigong Tie-dye
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Zigong tie-dye is famous for its patterns and unique craftsmanship. In terms of patterns,
Zigong Tie-dye absorbs the expression techniques of Chinese paintings, decorative paintings,
oil paintings and some modern schools, while maintaining strong national characteristics.
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Zigong tie-dye
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Zigong folk tie-dye artists especially love the great rivers and mountains of the
motherland. Most of the artistic patterns are landscapes, flowers and birds, auspicious animals,
etc., implying that people live a rich, beautiful and auspicious life. Among them, there are
also calligraphy and figure patterns, which are lifelike and praised by later generations.
Zigong tie-dye artworks have both elaborate details and freehand brushwork.
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Due to the different area and tightness of the artificial Indigo Print and the different time of
multi-color overdyeing, the effect of each tie-dye pattern is different. In addition, the edge of
Indigo Print has various effects such as ice cracks, wrinkles, and shades of color due to the
different penetration of dye, which is like the "kiln change" caused by firing porcelain,
making the color more abundant.
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Inheritance and Protection
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Zhang Xiaoping is a native of Zigong and a representative inheritor of Zigong tie-dyeing, a
national intangible cultural heritage protection project.
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Zhang Xiaoping's initial memory of tie-dye came from the "Red Star Advertising Room"
opened by his father Zhang Yuzhong and others on Jiefang Road in 1957. After the reform
and opening up, Zigong has made great progress in tie-dyeing. On the basis of inheriting the
tie-dyeing skills and artistic style of his father Zhang Yuzhong, Zhang Xiaoping has made
continuous breakthroughs and innovations, forming a unique set of dyeing and zhaxie
methods and operating procedures, which ingeniously combines the rigorous and detailed
characteristics of Shuxie with the rough and lively abstract effect, making the color and halo
of tie-dye works ever-changing. Colorful.
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After entering the new century, the appearance of Jiefang Road has undergone great changes.
60 years ago, the Hongxing Advertising Room was changed to the current Zigong Tie-dye
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Technology Co., Ltd. Zigong tie-dye was included in the list of representative items of
national intangible cultural heritage in 2008. Zhang Xiaoping's tie-dye works have won many
international and domestic awards and been collected by many museums. As a representative
inheritor of this craft, Zhang Xiaoping, who has lived for more than ten years, has never
forgotten the foundation and original intention of Zigong tie-dye.
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In recent years, Zhang Xiaoping has compiled the book Zigong Tie-dye Techniques for the
inheritance of Zigong tie-dye, and has done a lot of teaching work. She has been invited to
Sichuan Fine Arts Institute, Sichuan University of Science and Technology, Beijing Institute
of Fashion Technology and other colleges and universities to give tie-dye classes to students.
In class, Zhang Xiaoping told the students that sticking to the unique skills of handicrafts is to
stick to the strong national characteristics. She hopes that students will combine fashion with
traditional classics to create elegant and trendy tie-dye works that meet the aesthetic taste of
modern people, and protect and inherit Zigong's tie-dye technique.
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