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Project Two Awareness on Costumes of Tujia

55— tRERBRES LR

Task One Origin and Development on Costumes of Tujia
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1.3: Development Stage - Chieftain Period
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Chieftain period refers to the period from the Five Dynasties to the Ming and Qing
Dynasties bureaucratization of native officers, when Tujia costumes culture was greatly
influenced by foreign cultures, especially the feudal economic life and cultural forms of the
Central Plains on Tujia. The original fishing and hunting life of Tujia was impacted by the
foreign feudal life, which greatly improved the material living standard of Tujia. The invasion
of foreign culture, on the one hand, made the already difficult living conditions of the Tujia
ancestors to be more oppressed and exploited, but on the other hand, this oppression and
exploitation objectively promoted the Tujia ancestors in the long-term production and labor
practice, and constantly improved productivity, production technology, but also mastered the
cutting hemp spinning and weaving technology, and the emergence of early national
costumes.
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In the Song Dynasty, Tujia was managed by the central dynasty’s Chieftain system, and
its handloom and brocade weaving techniques were further developed. According to the
records of "Song History, Zhenzong Chronicle", the minority regions were required to pay
taxes and tribute to the central dynasty, which contains: “In the fifth year of Dazhong Xiangfu
(in 1012)...Tong Chief Tian Shigiong and others tributed stream cloths”. Another example is
recorded in "Yongshun County Chronicle, Food and Goods Chronicle, Contribution": "In May
of the second year of Yuanhu Zhezong (in 1087), Peng Yunzong and others tributed the
Dragon Boat Festival cloth, and in October Peng Ruwu and others tributed the Dragon

Festival creek cloth.” This text is a written record of the tax offering of Tujia at that time, and
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at the same time reflects the prevalence of Tujia textile culture at that time. "The Wind of the
World" ""Women are diligent in weaving, and the household has many machine sounds",
which is also a description of this phenomenon. The improvement of material conditions
provides fertile soil for the development of Tujia costumes. Tujia costumes categories began
to develop richly, such as dresses, trousers, headwear, etc. Both men and women wore
colorful floral dresses with pipa lapel and eight robe skirts. "Yongshun House Records"
contains: "The Tujia natives are located in the mountains...
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Men and women dress the same way... The head is wrapped in a thorny scarf, and the
dress is full of thorny lace.” The Huayang Guozhi - Ba Zhi" contains: "The Tujia natives are
scattered in the valleys, men and women are short-clothed, their heads are wrapped in cloth,
and they are dressed in colorful clothes... They like to drop earrings, both ears are tired, and
both have collars and hand rings. " "Laifeng County Chronicle" contains "men and women
with tie, short clothes and sloppy feet, their forehead are dressed with cloth, and all of them
prefer happy and colorful clothes". These texts can be mutually confirmed with the Tujia
costumes of the Chieftain period that are currently collected. Men and women generally hang
their buns, their heads are wrapped in blue or white tattoo headbands, and they are decorated
with large gold and silver earrings. They wear a long-sleeved shirt with a round neck and
placket, and the cuffs are trimmed with colored fabric or satin. Men's chests also are pinned

with two ribbons, under the eight robe skirts.
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Men's skirts are slightly shorter than the knees, and women's skirts are wider and longer,
and there are pleated aprons outside. Although the textile level in the Chieftain period has
developed to a certain extent, the material living standard of the entire Tujia area is still quite
low, and the concept of clothing is old-fashioned. Judging from the characteristics of the early
men and women serving one style mentioned above, it shows that Tujia costumes are very

ancient. As far as the development of the ethical consciousness of the vast majority of ethnic
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groups in the world is concerned, the consciousness of using costumes to distinguish between
the sexes and to maintain sexual morality has become very common. In addition, judging
from the origin of the Tujia "eight Luo skirts", "to commemorate the story of the eight Tujia
tribes fighting in unity", we can also verify the antiquity of this kind of costumes. The low
living standard determines that these textiles cannot serve the Tujia people first. In addition,
the economic development was extremely unbalanced in the Tujia area at that time, and the
land was barren. The textile fruits obtained by the hard work of Tujia women were mostly
handed over to the Chieftain rulers in the form of real rents and taxes. "Song Hui Compilation
Draft - Food and Goods" contains "Village slash-and-burn cultivation has not much income".
In "Sichuan Tongzhi Yudi-Customs", it says: "The soil in the gorge is barren, the heating
arrives late, and the people burn the land and cultivate it, This primitive "slash-and-burn"
approach makes the people “Industrious all year round, not full." By the end of the year, the
grain reserves are often unable to meet the basic needs of food and clothing, and plants and
trees are needed to satisfy hunger. In addition, primitive bows and crossbows have to be used
to hunt wild boars and beasts, and nets are used to supplement food sources.
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In short, the improvement of productivity and the improvement of economic level in this
period have not yet met the conditions for self-use, which determines that these textiles cannot
be fully used to beautify their own lives. Rather, they were used as dowry for the ruling class.
The sergeants had exclusive official uniforms, men generally wore linen robes, and women
generally wore red silk pleated skirts, basically inheriting the crown dress system of the Tang

and Song dynasties.
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