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Project Two Awareness on Costumes of Tujia
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Task Three Costumes Feature of Tujia
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3.2: Characteristics of costumes color patterns of Tujia
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Traditional costumes of Tujia often use dark red, black or indigo as the background color,
and are decorated with red, green, yellow, purple, blue, white and other colors, which colors
are simple and bright, fresh and natural. The historical data records that "The performance of
the five-color line is impressive." As evidence: "Laifeng County Chronicle" contains: "Dyeing
cotton yarns of various colors as warp threads is lovely." It is also a depiction of the costumes
colors of Tujia. Before the founding of the People's Republic of China, Tujia traditional textile
yarns were colored, and the dyes were mostly obtained from plants growing in the local
forests. Commonly used were safflower, spinning comb, vegetable, turmeric, mulberry fruit,
gardenia, indigo, ebony, gall, earth red and other plant flowers and leaves, which were made

1



/b B ER 1 R 2 R 1 128 7 S ) 57 54 SR
THE LIBRARY OF INHERITANCE AND INNOVATION OF MINORITY CLOTHES

into natural dyes after being boiled into juice. The proportion of dye was usually determined
according to the amount of dyeing material required. "Red: Earth red was used as the main
raw material, and the roots of safflower, madder and dog dung were picked and boiled. Rose
red: Made with amaranth as the main raw material. Black: Picked gall, horse mulberry trees,
and chestnut bulb shells as the main raw materials. Yellow and golden yellow: Picked and
boiled with spinning comb boiled. It could also be boiled with yellow gardenia and turmeric
as the main raw materials. The color was determined according to the concentration of the
boiled juice. The thick juice could be dyed golden yellow, and the light juice could be dyed
yellow. Purple: Boiled with dark plum as the main raw material. Blue: Boiled with "indigo" as
the main raw material. Indigo was also called "blue indigo" and "indigo-blue". It was one of
the famous native products in the Tujia area. The Tujia people planted it in the gaps in the
fields to dye cloth, and the color would last for a long time. "
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Costumes patterns are an important part of Tujia costumes and play an important role in
conveying affection, rather than simply imitating the shape of an objective body. Costumes
patterns are an indispensable part of the entire costume art, and usually adopt the method of
discarding the shape and choosing the meaning. The objective object is regarded as a visual
information symbol that conveys aesthetic emotions and artistic culture, and conveys a certain
amount of people's aesthetic emotions and social and cultural information. For example, the
white tiger picture embroidered on the chest of Tujia men's shirts is a symbol of national
totem, and the various flowers and plants embroidered on women's aprons are a reflection of
nature. Costumes patterns play a decorative and beautifying role on the costumes, making the
costumes more colorful and beautiful. Tujia advocates festivity, auspiciousness and happiness.
This concept is reflected in the patterns of costumes, such as Fang Sheng, Ruyi pattern, Pan
Chang, etc., expressing the Tujia people's endless emotional willingness to pursue richness,
optimism, integrity and unity. To sum up, using patterns to express meaning and support
shapes are the biggest features of Tujia costumes patterns.



