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Project One Decoding Tujia Culture
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Task 2: Communication of Tujia Customs and Culture

2.1: EFREFTIMH

2.1: Tujia language habits
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Tujia have own language, but no written language. Some of the people who speak the
Tujia language today can also speak Chinese. Tujia language belongs to the Tibeto-Burman

language family of the Sino-Tibetan language family. There are still different views on the
issue of language branches in academic circles.
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According to a survey in the 1950s, there were about 70,000 or 80,000 Tujia people who
could only speak Tujia and could not speak Chinese. They were mostly distributed in Tujia
villages in remote mountainous areas around Longshan, Yongshun, Baojing, Guzhang,
Xiushan and Laifeng, and most of them were elderly people. At present, according to the
investigation of the Tujia language group, among the village inspections of the Tujia people

along the Youshui River, there are about 200,000 people who speak the Tujia language, and
they also use Chinese as a tool for social interaction and life expression.

EFRE AR S, REARRARA AR, EEME, RE0EK2,
BHRED, WL EANE. ATHEATFR, L, L RiE——
TBESESE . M2 DOGR A S B R R, BT RIDOE, 2 PR EIG. IUTE,
YR 2 B SOR NAIE PGS . STHDOL.

Tujia language is divided into northern and southern dialects. Its basic characteristics are

that it has tones, no complex consonants, more complex vowels, fewer consonant rhyme
endings, and more words with polyphony. The basic word order of a sentence is
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subject-predicate, subject-object-predicate, and so on. They accepted the influence of the Han

culture earlier and deeper, and the Chinese they used were mostly Southwest Mandarin. Now,
the vast majority of Tujia people speaks Chinese in common and is accustomed to Chinese.
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In Tujia inhabited areas, some Tujia languages are disappearing, and some Tujia
languages disappeared earlier, some have infiltrated the local Chinese language. The use
of Chinese by Tujia people is conducive to the communication of people of all ethnic groups,
and plays a good role in promoting the economic and cultural development and prosperity of
Tujia.



