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Safflower dyeing
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In plant dyeing, hematoxylum, safflower and rubia are commonly used for dyeing red
series. Hematoxylum has been used to dye red before. Recently, safflower dyeing has been
tried. The method of extracting safflower dye is relatively complicated. The author
summarizes the safflower dyeing method through his own practice under the guidance of dye

sellers.
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1. Weigh an appropriate amount of safflower and soak it in clean water or vinegar water at
room temperature (1 L of water plus 10 ml of vinegar) for one night, until the water can

immerse the safflower. Elutriate the next day for many times, often 6~10 times or even more,

until no safflower yellow pigment precipitates as much as possible;
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2. Soak the elutriated safflower with alkali liquor (soda ash or potassium carbonate

solution, pH>10) for more than 2 hours (preferably one night), and draw the dye. In order to

extract as much pigment as possible from the safflower, the second dye can be drawn;
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3. Add acidic agent (black plum water or white vinegar) to the dye solution drawn (2) for
neutralization, adjust to weak acid (pH value 6.5), and dye for 20~30 minutes;
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4. Add pure black plum water or white vinegar to fix the color (pH 4) for 10 minutes.
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The whole process is unheated. It should be noted that the clear water leachate of safflower
can not be mixed with the alkali liquor leachate. The dye soaked in clear water can only stain
yellow, while the alkali liquor leachate can show red after neutralization with acetic acid, but

the red is not bright red. And different materials are dyed by dyes red has a big difference.
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