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Project One Decoding Tujia Culture
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Task 2: Communication of Tujia Customs and Culture
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2.3: Etiquette culture of Tujia
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The Wuling Mountains are a land of nature, but also a land of humanities that has
interpreted the love, hate, sorrow and happiness of the Tujia ancestors. In this land, the Tujia
people have been reproducing their clans by the mountains and water, and at the same time,
their doors are half open to accept people from the surrounding areas. The people have
become one with each other and finally become a capitalized nation. The reason why this
nation is this nation is that the roots of the nation are deeply planted in the heart of the people,
which makes the villages and communities intertwine with each other, and the branches and
leaves are connected. This root is the soul of the nation - the rituals of the Tujia. Since the
Tujia ancestors shook off their animal skins and began to glow with humanity, they have
accumulated the fruits of etiquette little by little during the long journey from obscurity to
civilization. When hunting in the mountains, they must cooperate and divide the labor and set
up checkpoint and blockages. Otherwise, if they encounter raptors and beasts, not only will
they get their flesh and their skins, but they will endanger their own lives; fishing in the river
will be based on water-based fish conditions, and make the best use of the situation; In the
event of a fight between the natives, there must be a person to resolve the dispute and a
method to resolve the dispute “Law”; In the event of a war, there must be soldiers to fight,
orders to fight, and strategies to win... Thus, civilization begins, and etiquette begins. If the
ceremony is completed, it is not on the temple or on the shore of the lake; Whether it is the
desire of the ethnic group or the love of the family, all wives and children, harvesting and
spinning, logging and boating, building bridges and paving roads, talking and behaving,s!
costumes and clothing, etc., all have complete formal content. Throughout the Tujia etiquette,
summarizing its essentials, it can be divided into five: In order to harmonize the relationship
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between human beings and heaven, earth, gods and ghosts, to express the Tujia people’s
reverence or to use it to bring blessings and dispel disasters, the rituals of sacrifice are
prepared; In order to rectify the relationship between the superior and the inferior, so that the
old and the young, men and women, the wise, the foolish, the old and the weak, keep their
positions, perform their responsibilities, and take their own righteousness with the etiquette of
human relations; In order to express Humans share pain and joy, congratulations to people,
joy to people, grief to people, and harmonious racial relations, so the ritual of human affection
is promoted; In order to cultivate the fields, hunt wild animals, and seek food and drink, as
well as the ceremony of production; In order to defend against foreign aggression, protect the
territory, protect the homeland, so the ceremony of the army and the army occurs. All rituals,
since they are agreed upon, that is, predetermined before the birth of each individual person,
are sometimes inevitably like ropes and shackles that bind and tie people; but they are, after
all, a collection of wisdom, experience, etc., and therefore have a great function in governing
the world and transforming the people. As in the case of treating others, the Tujia people have
always been humble to honor others: not to blame others for their shortcomings, not to suffer
others for their bad, not to force others to be unable, they speak modestly and sincerely, pay
attention to courtesy and return the favor; they value "righteousness” and despise "profit":
they do not to make friends because of profit, not to distinguish by power, but they seek unity
very much; they support each other, suffer with each other, make fellowship without blocks,
and know well each other. Such as respecting the old and respecting the virtuous, the Tujia
people believe that people will grow old. The old people, who have lived through all the
hardships and vicissitudes of life, must be considerate when they get old. In order to express
gratitude to the ancestors, after the ancestors passed away, they regard the ancestors as a deity
and worship daily at the family shrine and a wise man, who has been deeply involved in the
world, has excellent insight, knows books and reasoning, and can secure the state above and
the people below, therefore they should be revered with devotion. What is especially valuable
is that whenever the country is in trouble, the Tujia people are always ready to listen to the
order. In order to protect the country, they believe that this is their duty, so they especially
follow the military ritual: They are scattered as people, but they are concentrated as soldiers,
and they accept the orders of the chiefs and Tusi, and they form banners and battalions, so that
when the country is in trouble, they will drive forward with their banners and go forward.
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In order to follow the national etiquette, in the family, the parents dictate the heart and
teach their children by hand. On weekdays, a wisp of food, a word and a deed, the rain in
front of the eaves, imperceptibly; festivals and gatherings, at the Ancestral Hall in the

Hand-Waving Hall, to hear the instructions, to follow the rules; Participate in sacrifices,
participate in song and dance, and enjoy in joy; Marriage and funeral, human exchanges, and
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ear-to-ear encounters; Rich children are sent to private schools and county schools to recite
the teachings. In this way, the etiquette can be spread, like an endless river, flowing slowly.

1. FFHEALAX

1. Birthday etiquette
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They generally only do "Sixtieth” and “Seventieth” birthday etiquettes. As the saying
goes: "New Year's Day does not casually invite guests, birthdays do not casually receive
guests." The birthday parties are invited by the sponsor, and neighbors, relatives and friends
come to the door to show respect for the elderly. There are not many gifts, and people are
affectionate, mostly about ten eggs or three or five pounds of pork, two bottles of wine, there
are also peppers, pumpkins, tobacco leaves, and some send a few liters of bud grain and rice.
The host will set up a feast to entertain visitors, so there is saying that "Relatives and friends
who have children in the family can make money, and they can also make money, and some
people in the family celebrate birthday wine, and there are also relatives and friends to
celebrate, but the family cannot make money." The longevity hall should be decorated,
decorated with longevity characters; set up the longevity peaches, lit the longevity candles,
and hung the longevity curtain in the middle hall. On the day of the birthday, the birthday star
is set up in the middle of the hall, seated by the birthday star, and the old companion must be
invited to sit with the birthday star. The emcee sings, the daughter-in-law respectfully

bringing a bowl of brown sugar water eggs to the elders, while friends, relatives and juniors
celebrate the star’s birthday. There is only one greeting for the ordinary generation, but three
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greetings for the children and nephews. The birthday procession can only be straight, sons and
nephews kneel on the ground, grandchildren can only become a straight line to the back, not
into a horizontal line to the left and right --- here both the long line looks lively, but also with
the meaning of strict distinction between funeral rites. After the birthday ceremony, the staffs
would be presented. The people who offer the staff are mainly grandchildren, preferring
"dragon head staff",”Maitreya staff”, “The Staff of the Buddha"etc. Offering a staff is not only
for walking safety for the elderly, but more importantly, it reflects a kind of qualification and
prestige. People under the age of sixty or seventy cannot use the staff. If any daughter and
son-in-law, grandchildren and son-in-law have sent birthday plaques, the plaque must be
raised at this time. A congratulatory speech is said when the plaque is raised. The
congratulatory speech revolves around the content written on the plaque and is improvised. In
the evening, “the play staged in the church" may also be watched. “A play staged in the
church" is the elderly in the village invite each other one by one, and collect money and rice
each other for the birthday star, so it is also called "invitation play". When the troupe enters
the village, it will be arranged separately. The Zhang family provides room and board for a
few people, and the Li family provides room and board for a few people. His plays include
"Yang Lingpo Takes Command", "Give birth to a child at mill" and so on.
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2. Hunting ceremony
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"Hunting” ceremony, homologous to the custom of witchcraft. As the saying goes,
“Hunting does not leave the mountain", Tujia people are polytheistic believers, and they
believe that in order to obtain prey, they must seek the mountains gods, hunting gods and
other gods. Therefore, gods are required by all rituals such as calming gods, inviting gods,
driving mountains, opening mountains, sweeping mountains, sweeping shadows, closing
mountains, and thanking gods. After the Anshen Meishan god is made, it is necessary to
"choose a date to ascend to the throne", and it is better to take "Da'an Day". The god-bearer
respectfully puts the god into the offering, and then recites the incantation, burns incense and
money, drinks three rounds, and takes back the offerings, and the gods sacrifice is over. The
members of the Shenquanzhai Hunting Team are asked to prepare their firearms and gather in
level ground. After the headhunter explains the relevant matters, they will hold a ceremony of
inviting the gods, reciting the incantations of the gods, burning incense and converting money,
and giving great gifts. At the end of the ceremony, the headhunter gestures, and the whole
team rushes to the destination. When the mountain hunting team arrives at the camp, the
headhunters set up incense cases, offerings, and perform the opening mountain ceremony.
Opening Mountain is divided into "small Opening Mountain” and "large Opening Mountain".
The offering for the small opening mountain is only a piece of hunting opening mountain
ritual (photo by Zhang Shihong) tofu, a pile of "knife head” meat, and a papa, and incense can
be burned. After the mountain is opened, if the mountain is moving and the beast comes out,
the headhunter Angang Buka will hang up the sway, and the hunting team will enter the state.
If the small opening mountain still does not work, it is necessary to perform the large opening
mountain ceremony. The offerings and tools of large Opening Mountain are increased
accordingly. For example, the offerings used by Xiang Hujiang at Guanba Township of
Yongshun County are: a box of tofu, a cage of papa, a piece of knife-headed meat, a rooster, a
straw coat, and a bowl of pure water. If necessary, wear the ecclesiastical robe and hat, shake
the sword to cast spells, but don't brag. The head hunter puts on a straw rain cape, carries a
rooster, bites the cockscomb, and drops the blood into the clean water. The blood flowers
spread quickly, and the bowl of clean water is full of red blood, which is a harbinger of good
luck. The incantation of the large opening mountain is more rigorous. Among the hunting
rituals, the most complicated is the opening mountain ceremony, which is also accompanied
by spells. The common spells are "paper code method", “thatch method" and "Nengguan
method". The mountain closure ceremony is held when the hunt is successful. Tie up the prey,
count the number of people, and retrieve the placed hunting equipment. The head hunter sets

6



b B4 B 1Y% IR 2 5 R YA 8 7 B ) B R
THE LIBRARY OF INHERITANCE AND INNOVATION OF MINORITY CLOTHES

up the Meishan god offering platform, and takes the "five fold yards" on the platform.
Mountain closure ceremony is also divided into "big mountain closure" and "small mountain
closure", generally only use "small mountain closure". After reciting the incantation and
making incense and paper, the hunting party returns to the village. Whenever the hunting
party returns to the village, they must perform the ceremony of thanking the gods in time.
"Hunting Song” says: “Brothers enter the mountains in three or five times, they are overjoyed
when they see footsteps, the hounds chase after each other and bark, and they return in the
middle of the night to respect Meishan.” After the hunting team carries the prey back to the
village, the prey has to be placed in front of the Meishan Temple. Several hunters pull their
hair and stick their blood before the god's seat. The head hunter burns incense and paper with

enough devotion, thanking the god of Meishan. After the ceremony, the hunting goods will be
distributed.

3. #pALIX

3. Building etiquette
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For a long time, building a house is a rare dream that the Tujia people have realized in
their lifetime or for several generations. Therefore, when repairing a house, it is very cautious,
with many rituals and lively scenes. When choosing land for a family to build a house, the
first thing is to choose a house site. It is usually chosen on a terrace, facing south, in order to
be warm in winter and cool in summer. There is also east-west, so that the solar energy shines
to the front and back wall, called "sun wall", to remove moisture and yin. The house site
should not be in the mid-meridian direction, and there is a saying that "the grave is opposite
the Jianshan house". There must be a backer in the back, and there may not be water in front;
if there is water, slow water is better. If there is rapid water and dangerous shoals, it is
absolutely not advisable, that is called "watching the river boat". Moreover, the water in front
must flow across, not rushing straight towards the gate. If so, it is called "Sinful Dragon
Locked Household". Therefore, before erecting a house, the head of the family has to examine
many places for several times, and ask the insiders to decide. Since ancient times, Tujia
people have followed the custom of stealing beams. When chopping beams, a relative or any
villager invites a few young people to bring incense paper and candles to look for them. As
long as a beam is found, they don't ask, but go up and cut it. Cut the beam wood to make it
fall to the east, taking the meaning of “The Purple Air comes from the east". After cutting
down, they wrap it with red silk, lit with incense and candles, and set off firecracker, and then
carry it into the construction site. When they arrive at the site, they will immediately place it
on wooden yards. If it is placed on the ground, stepped on by people, or sit by people, it is a
foregone conclusion, the beam is invalid, and they have to steal again. The key point of
making the beam is to paint the beam; the pattern is Taiji, Bagua, Bing Shu Bao Jian,
containing elegant and noble meaning. After the beam is set up row of fans and chess cylinder,
they will choose an auspicious day on the beam. When the beam is put up, friends and
relatives will come to the door to congratulate, presenting plaques, couplings,"beamsguns”
and money and grain, etc., commonly known as "setting fire pit". After the roof frame is
erected, the ink master will preside over the sacrifice of the beam, open the beam mouth, put
on the beam, and praise the beam. Once the good time arrives, the house builder orders the
people to use brown ropes and ladders to raise the beams to the roof, after hitting the top of
the middle column” to open the mouth of the beams", that is, to make “tenons" to make the
beam wood and the center column structure stronger. When opening the beam mouth, the ink
master chants while starts the chisel: "Open the east first, and the master will be full of gold
and silver; After opening the west, the master’s mule and horse will perch in the south
mountain ..." The wood slag chiseled from the opening beam mouth was picked up by the
carpenter, and then thrown down from the house, and the master knelt on the ground, ripped
open his clothes and caught it, which regarded it as gold and silver taken from the beam
enjoying for their children and grandchildren”. “As climbing the beam", the ink master starts
as follows: ascend the beam, climb the fang, go up the beam, throw the beam, go down the
ladder, and sings while walks. When singing, the proprietor and the ink master exchange
views each other, talking about the origin, saying auspiciousness and celebration; singing in
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Such as "Up the Ladder" (more than ten ladders are sung and praised in total):
Carpenter:

This ladder, this ladder,

The ladder that the master climbs the dragon and the phoenix,

The ladder of ascending step by step.

Where did this tree come from?

Who built this ladder?

Ceremonial officer:
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This ladder, this ladder.
The ladder of Queen Mother of the West’s meeting at Yaochi.
The ladder of the master hitting horse in the clouds.
This tree grows in Ximei Mountain,
Birds in the mountains cry in the trees...
Such as "Speaking of beam":
Talk about this beam, talk about this beam, talk about the long source of this beam;
Sitting in Ximei Mountain, growing on the head of a living dragon;
There are thousands of branches, and there are long and thin leaves;
There are ancient trees under the roots, and there are phoenixes enjoying the shade...
Such as "Going Down the Ladder":
Step back down the beam, hit the horse and enter the examination field.
Scholar Feng Yunhui, won the champion.
Two steps back the lower fillet and fascia, and down the road down the Yangtze River.
Go to load silver and gold with bucket......
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4. Military system
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The Tujia people have created a unique military system and strategic tactics during their
long-term war practice. The first military system is to implement the battalion system. The
battalion system is the regular military establishment of the Tusi in the Tusi region during the
Tusi system period. Depending on their rank and power, the local Tusi has a varying number
of battalion soldiers. The Xuanwei division generally has 5 battalions of soldiers, 100 soldiers
per battalion, a total of 500 soldiers. 5 battalions are divided into the front, back, middle, left,
right, with the middle battalion as the most important, are often led by the sons of the
chieftain, while the remaining four battalions are led by relatives or confidants of the chieftain.
The main duties of the battalion soldiers are, one ready to defend, two for service. Stationing
at the defensive pass in peacetime, with the "collar list" of the Tusi Office to monitor the
passage of pedestrians entering and leaving the territory of the Tusi, obeying the dispatch in
wartime, and accompanying the Tusi on the expedition. As for the provision each battalion
soldier will receive 3.6 taels of work food silver each year, and 3 stone 6 buckets of rice. The
source of the battalion soldiers is the strong men selected by the Tusi from the places under
his jurisdiction. It is reported that the Tusi killed the white bull to sacrifice to heaven, put the
head of the bull and silver on the table, and ordered: "Anyone who dares to charge to death
receives this silver and eats the head of this bull." The brave men signed up, so they swore to
converge and collect them. Tuji gathered soldiers after training military law in the school field,
and he was strict with military discipline. Therefore, at that time, Yongshun, Baojing, Sangzhi
and other Tusi, all had primitive battalion soldiers. Battalion soldiers were equipped with
hook knife, spear (gun), waist knife (sickle), bow and crossbow, artillery, rattan card, card
knife and armor, horses, etc. Second, the implementation of the flag head soldier system. This
was the military and civilian soldier system in the Tujia region during the period of the Tusi
system. Each Tusi in the territory under their jurisdiction, according to the number of people
and the size of the territory, sets up a number of military and political grassroots organizations
- the banner. Each banner sets up a banner leader or banner head with hundreds of territorial
soldiers for regular military training, who are trained regularly for the military and mobilized
as an army in times of war to prepare for battle; in normal times, they are scattered as people
to practice farming and hunting. Banner head formation method is the tactical formation
method of Yongshun and Baojing native soldiers during the period of the Tusi system. In
other words, there are 384 soldiers selected from each Tusi, and 24 banner heads are set up,
with 16 men per banner. Listing a triangular formation: one person in front is the vanguard,
the next three people across the second, and the next five people across the third, and again
seven people across the fourth, to the limit of five, the rest of the soldiers are placed behind
the formation shouting to help the formation to charge against the enemy. If one person in the
front is defeated, the one in the center of the second weight would quickly fill in, the one in

11



b B4 B 1Y% IR 2 5 R YA 8 7 B ) B R
THE LIBRARY OF INHERITANCE AND INNOVATION OF MINORITY CLOTHES

the center of the third and fourth would also fill in in turn, and the two wings will continue to
fight; If the two wings of the second weight are defeated, the one on the left and right of the
two wings of the third weight would quickly fill in, and the one on the left and right of the two
wings of the fourth would fill in in turn. Other kinds of inferences are made up for
deficiencies; After the battle, the soldiers could fill the fourth vacancy at any time, so that the
banner head formation is always unchanged, echoing back and forth, looking left and right,

being able to attack and defend, like an iron tower directly inserted into the enemy position.
Yong and Bao Tu soldiers use this formation to win victorious in repeated battles.

5. HEALX

5. Daily etiquette
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The Tujia people pay attention to etiquette in their daily interactions, and are warm and
generous, as well as simple and sincere. The Tujia people are very hospitable and are very
particular about their hospitality. When they go out as guests, they usually do not bring gifts
except for New Year's greetings. For those who go to the wedding banquet, when they arrive
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at the host's house, they have to shout “please send congratulations". When treating a guest,
the host must be warm and treat them equally: If it is a male guest, give him a few cigarettes
first. After the guest is seated, the host must immediately make tea for the guest, first clear tea,
and second egg tea. If it is New Year's Day or in spring, the host should give the guests a bowl
of deep-fried noodles or a few glutinous rice cakes. In summer, a bowl of sweet wine is given
to the guests to quench their thirst. The main dish for the guests is preserved pork. Treating
guests to dinner, the host gets up and leads the way on the right. When walking to the front of
the table, the host takes a few steps back and invites the guests to take their seats first. During
the meal, the younger generation gives the elder a toast and a dish. If the host does not eat, the
guest does not drink. If the guest does not drink a toast, the host does not drink a toast. The
woman or youngest member of the host's family should take the initiative to serve rice to the
guests. When the guest is about to finish eating, he or she should add more rice to the guest
and repeatedly urge “Eat enough please!" When the guest or the host finishes eating first, he
or she has to say "Eat slowly “to the person who is still eating, before putting down the dishes.
When speaking with a guest, do not shout or argue on the spot. When guests are leaving, they
also send off or send souvenirs to the guests. To treat people with respect, “To honor others
and humble oneself. When acquaintances meet, they will greet each other. If it is morning, say:
"Good morning!" If it is usual, say "Hello”, “Where did you come from?" When meeting on
the opposite side, the junior stands by the roadside and asks the elder to pass first. When
acquaintances get together, if they want to get up and walk around, they should walk behind
others, not in front of them. When sitting, women should not stilt their legs. When visiting
someone's house, do not sit on the threshold of someone's house. When being a guest for
dinner, do not knock the rice bowl with chopsticks. For teachers, they are very respectful.
When a child is studying in a private school, before the lecture, he bows to the teacher; after
the lecture, he bows to the teacher again. When they meet teachers on the road, they always
say hello teacher! On every holiday, they will invite teacher to their home and spend the
holiday together. If their teacher has illnesses, the parents or students must bring eggs,
chickens, brown sugar and other gifts to comfort. If the teacher's family has any issue,
students and parents should coincidentally help at home. This ritual still exists today.
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