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Project Two Awareness on Costumes of Tujia
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Task One Origin and Development on Costumes of Tujia

1. 4: VAR B A
1.4: Evolution stage - period of bureaucratization of native officers
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The so-called “bureaucratization of native officers" was the result of power extension.
Due to the insertion of the rulers of the Central Plains, the shackled system, the chieftain
system, and the elusive official system appeared successively in the Tujia area. Mr. Pan
Guangdan, a famous ethnologist, discussed the social system in the history of Tujia. He
pointed out: "Before the contact with the Central Plains class, each minority group in the
motherland had its own political organization and leadership relationship, and those who
participated in the organization and leadership position were undoubtedly their own people.
After the contact, the rulers of the Central Plains began to extend their power among them,
and the situation changed. "
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Although this period was accompanied by the demise of the Chinese feudal dynasty, it
was the period when the feudal literature had the most comprehensive influence on Tujia.
Since the implementation of the policy of bureaucratization of native officers, influenced by
the traditional ethnic culture of the Central Plains, the rulers of the Central Plains had ordered
that men should be banned from wearing floral clothes and changed to wear trousers on the
grounds that clothing should be divided into men and women. Men were no longer allowed to
wear eight Luo skirts, and were no longer allowed to braid their hair and buns, but they still
liked to wrap their heads with scarves and handkerchiefs. Young men wore short-sleeved
shorts and wide trousers. The front of the jacket had a large number of cloth buttons in rows,
ranging from seven pairs, nine pairs, and eleven pairs, commonly known as centipede buttons,
and the waist was wrapped around a flower plate belt. Most middle-aged and elderly men's
coats retained the features of a pair of fronts, large sleeves, vertical small collars or no collars,
and some wore coats with a right front opening. The typical feature that distinguished it from
men's coasts was that women's coats mostly used the style of the left and right open fronts,

and there were few young men's double-breasted styles. Its skirt styles included eight Luo
skirts, pleated skirts, tube skirts and big-leg pants. Tube skirts, etc. were still sewn with eight
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pieces of cloth. The seams between the two pieces and the hem were decorated with small
yellow and blue stripes. The waist was not sewn dead, and two pairs of buttons and two straps
were used to fasten the waist. Overall, the biggest innovation after "bureaucratization of
native officers" was that skirts were changed to trousers, and the disparity in costumes
between men and women was getting bigger and bigger. The change in the form of Tujia
costumes for men and women was the result of the mutual influence of the cultures of various
ethnic groups, especially with the Han costume culture. In this context, mulberry, hemp and
cotton seeding technology and textile printing and dyeing technology were introduced, and
the textile industry in the Tujia area was further developed. Women were diligent in
cultivating mulberry, hemp, and cotton. The development had laid a solid material foundation
for Tujia costume. Pieces of Tujia costumes tended to be rich and perfect, and home machine
costumes appeared. Smart Tujia people used gallnut cinnabar to make their own dyes, dye
them blue and black, and then make blue background printing, for sewing dresses and
weaving printed bedding. There were floral dresses in some places also. The emergence of
dresses made Tujia costumes changes in shape and specification, and they began to pay
attention to the production of costumes raw materials and the beauty of costumes styles to
sinicize finally and gradually. Since the policy of "bureaucratization of native officers", in the
ruling class, the official family was even more indistinguishable from the locals. The native
officials were proud to wear the costumes of ordinary officials, and used this to advertise the
improvement of their status, indicating that they had entered the category of the ruling class.
The Buzi and Bufu series of the Ming and Qing dynasties directly became the main costumes
of the official family.




