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Project Two Awareness on Costumes of Tujia
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Task One Origin and Development on Costumes of Tujia
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1.1: About the traditional costumes of Tujia

i — AN B B B2 R AR, e e s R, kg RIRIFS Atk . A3
) AR R R e, ER A B CREES T 7OOEFH R — .

Costumes are the skin and flag for a nation, which dress up the nation and also flaunt its
spirit and culture. In the history of Chinese folk costumes, the Tujia people have written a
glorious history with their wisdom.
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The woman in the stilted building, with silver horn shuttles, weave every day into a
waterfall, and every thought into an embrace. They use their dexterous hands, silk warp and
cotton weft to prick or pick the sun, moon, mountains, flowers, birds, fishes, insects, water
wheel millstone, etc., and magically transform them into a poetry: the kingfishers are standing
on the branches chirping, begonia flowers are core-pulling, willows are waving ......
unmarried women dress themself up. They are gorgeously dressed in red and green. Their
heads are wrapped in flowered scarfs and handkerchiefs, and their garments are buttoned on
the right and embroidered with lace. On festival and market day, the women of Tujia go
forward in costumes. “The bell rings when the spinning skirt moves, and all colorful women
have a golden voice. The skirt bell is originally a strong affection, who wants to untie the bell
to listen carefully.” Wherever they walk by, it is a moving landscape: they are beautiful in
splendid skirts with pretty bells, integrating sound and picture into a pretty style. They are
walking in small bridges and flowing water together, their pretty images are just like the
flowing clouds in Liumo Street. However, the most luscious and seductive is still the "dewy
costumes" worn by the girl when she is a bride, who wears a long coat of reddle to avoid evil,
equipped with eight robe multi-pleated skirt, flower shoes and brocade socks. They are
dressed pearlescent and fragrant.
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When women get married, in addition to dressing themself, they must also dress their
men. There is a Tujia saying that "a man's shirt can show his wife’s level". Before Qing
Yongzheng, both men and women wore flowery costumes, and the costumes were generally
the same, except that men's costumes were robust and bold, but women's costumes were fresh
and elegant. In the Tujia region, the mountains were high and dense, they had slash-and-burn
life, and their usual work was simple and uncomplicated, they were not well dressed, but with
short costumes and bare feet, or a pair of partial sandals. Men wrapped their heads in green
cloth to prevent their heads from being stabbed by leaves and thorns; when they went up to
the mountains, they tied their legs and wrapped their pants into a "human" road to show both
their sharpness and their spirit - this kind of soldier's attire bore the obvious historical mark of
"unity of soldiers and farmers". In order to facilitate washing, the color was mainly green and
blue. Men's costumes were “Pipa collar" with short and large trouser legs. Of course, the parts
in the front chest, back, lapels, knees and other places were embellished with floral motifs,
which was not only beautiful but also wear-resistant.
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The woman with a child would pour most of her heart into the child. Tujia worshiped
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tigers. If a boy was born, he would have tiger head hats, tiger head shoes, which meant tiger
head tiger brain, he would be alive. In addition, there were also rabbit hats, Bodhisattva
Luohan hats, eight immortal hats, cat socks, Guanyin bibs, embroidered strings, hug skirts,
aprons and so on. The child's hat, shoes, costumes, even a piece of bib, a piece of snotty
handkerchief, a pair of cloth socks, would also take a lot of mother's thought. She would
choose the auspicious magpies, purple swallows, phoenixes, peonies, etc., or the characters of
happiness, longevity and longevity, and then she would embroider the silk with their
imagination, expectation, joy and motherly love densely. When neighbors visit, she would
bring out the children's costumes and show them to the guests one by one, allowing them to
judge. The guests' admiration and praise would make their heart flourish with a sense of pride
and satisfaction.
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The ancient Tujia ancestors, like other ethnic groups, also used to make costumes from
grass, bark and beast fur to protect them from the cold. Later on, they learned to weave the
“Langan fine cloth" with hemp, and embroidered it to be damask silk. With the development
of economy and cultural exchange, such as the Five Dynasties, Jiangxi chief Peng Jian led
more than 1,000 craftsmen into the Tujia Mountains, vigorously promoted the development of
costumes culture in the Tujia region, and then the scene of "women diligent in weaving,
household with loom" appeared. Of course, the internal factors were still dominating. The
Tujia mountain song says: "White cloth handkerchief has four horns embroidered with geese;
even though the handkerchief is rotten but the geese are still there." The Tujia people regard
embroidery as a symbol of wisdom. When a woman gets married, she has to embroider her
own dowry; the bride's parents also take pride in the exquisite embroidery, especially the earth
flower coverings. When a custom is infiltrated, when a thought enters the mind and grows, the
women of Tujia would rightly regard embroidery as a career and devote themself to it. In this
way, Tujia women have cultivated the ancient weaving and embroidery skills with a pair of
skillful hands that have been passed down through the ages and a delicate heart. Once born,
the art of Tujia dress was like a mellow wine, although it was hidden in the deep lane, its
fragrance went with the wind, and even attracted the feudal court to salivate over it, treating it
as jade dew, and having to ask for half a scoop to drink. Therefore, since the beginning of the
Song Dynasty, it was used as a tribute to the imperial court, and its name was "Dense Cloth".
Nowadays, with the opening up of the Tujia mountain gate, the beauty woven by Tujia
women is more fancy, charming and moving, like a flurry of flowers and butterflies, with
flowing colors and overflowing fragrance. Tujia brocade, cross-stitch embroidery, tie-dye and
batik have become popular commodities, and they have even crossed the ocean to decorate
the lives of more people.
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About the introduction of Tujia costumes, we can start from the Tujia costumes song
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with five paragraphs of lyrics, which are sung with the traditional folk songs that the Tujia
people like to hear and listen to. It is rich in ethnic customs and it is the epitome of the
original costumes culture of Tujia, the lyrics are:
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"People in the world are like a stump, all depends on costumes and brown apron. Brown

apron, playing with beards is very beautiful, brown woven costumes are not afraid of wind
and rain;
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People in the world are like a stump, all depends on costumes, bush leaves, knitted costumes,
playing with beards is very beautiful, straw woven costumes are warm in winter;
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People in the world are like a stump, all depends on costumes, hemp apron, hemp sandals,
playing with beards is very beautiful, hemp woven costumes can walk around;
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People in the world are like a stump, all depends on costumes, bamboo hat, bamboo set,
playing with beards is very beautiful, bamboo woven costumes walk like ringing the bells;
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People in the world are like a stump, all depends on wearing costumes, the Tujia people,
magpie costumes, playing with beards is very beautiful, Tujia magpie costumes are famous in
ancient and modern times”
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The words “People in the world are like a stump, all depends on wearing costumes" and
"playing with beards is very beautiful" are appeared repeatedly in the lyrics. The former is a
proverb in the Tujia area, to the effect that costumes are the decorative pattern of the body and
have the power to decorate people. The latter is a liner line often found in Tujia folk songs,
reflecting the aesthetics of the Tujia people. From this folk song, we can see the Tujia people's
persistent pursuit on beauty in costumes. The history of the Tujia has been documented as
early as the Song Dynasty, but in the Song Dynasty and before, all the literature did not
specifically talk about Tujia costumes until the Qing Dynasty, when Tujia costumes was
officially included in the literature. After the Qing Dynasty "bureaucratization of native
officers", the government took severe measures to reform the folk customs of the Tujia,
resulting in a general reform of the Tujia's costumes, which resulted in the Tujia men no
longer wore skirts but pants, and the women wearing skirts gradually decreased. The

traditional costumes of Tujia also had a process of development and evolution.



