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Project One Decoding Tujia Culture
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Task One Tracing the History and Culture of Tujia

1. 4: EXEMIEW™

1.4: Landforms and properties of Tujia
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Tujia lives in the adjacent areas of Hunan, Hubei, Sichuan and Guizhou. They are closer
to the Central Plains than the ethnic minorities in the frontiers of China, and have more
opportunities to communicate with the Han people in the Central Plains. For example, Badong
County, Tujia and Miao Autonomous Prefecture, Western Hubei spans two gorges of the
world-famous Three Gorges of the Yangtze River, choking the throat of the upper and middle
reaches of the Yangtze River. Therefore, the place where Tujia lives has an extremely
important strategic position for the development of the economic construction of the minority
areas in the southwest.
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1. Towering mountains and meandering streams
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In the mountainous areas where Tujia people live, there are many high mountains and
lofty hills. The main mountain ranges have Wuling Mountain, Dalou Mountain, Daba
Mountain, etc. The Wuling Mountains are the largest. The settlement of Tujia in southeastern
Sichuan is either surrounded by the Dalou Mountains and the Wuling Mountains, or in the
place where the Dalou Mountains and the Wuling Mountains intersect. The junction of the
four provinces is called "mountains everywhere", and the heights of these mountains vary

greatly. Dawokeng in Shennongjia in the north of Badong is 3032 meters above sea level, but
the Hongmiaoling River at Rangkou in Badong is only 66.8 meters above sea level.
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The topography of the autonomous prefectures and autonomous counties is relatively
complex. From the overall point of view of Tujia inhabited areas, there are few particularly
high mountains, very few flat dams or mountains, and more mountains and hills, accounting
for more than 70% of the total area. The landform of Western Hunan Tujia and Miao
Autonomous Prefecture is “Nine mountains, half water and half field”. Tujia and Miao
Autonomous Prefecture in Western Hubei is “eight mountains, half water, one point and half
field”. Except for some hills and valleys or low mountains and flats in Xiushan, Youyang and
Qianjiang in southeastern Sichuan, it is still dominated by high and low mountainous areas.
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Zhangjiajie and Qingyan Mountain in Western Hunan are the first forest parks opened to
domestic and foreign countries in China. There are more than 2,000 ridges and peaks in the
park, which are very varied and eye-catching. There are also moving legends about the origin
of these famous mountains. There is a golden whip rock on Qingyan Mountain. It is said that
Qin Shihuang once had a whip, which was used to drive mountains and fill the sea. Later, Qin
Shihuang threw it into Qingyan Mountain, which turned into a "Golden Whip Rock" with a
height of more than 300 meters, three steep sides, one inclined side, and golden light. Tianzi
Mountain, which is adjacent to Suoxiyu, is a magical peak that is more than 20 kilometers
long and covers an area of 45,000 mu. There are 48 generals and 48 small generals, lying on
the ground facing the emperor. What hell is going on? According to the legend of the Tujia
elders, at the end of the Yuan Dynasty and the beginning of the Ming Dynasty, the leader of
Tujia, Xiang Dakun, revolted here and declared himself king, fighting against the corrupt
officials of the court: When he was besieged by the officers and soldiers, he still led the
soldiers to fight bravely. Later, because he failed to break through the siege, he shouted three
times and jumped from the rock mouth of Shentang Bay in Yuanjiajie. The mountains and
rivers suddenly changed color, and these magnificent peaks were born. There is also a
"Xiangwang Tianzi Temple" and "Generals", which are majestic and magnificent. In addition
to the characteristics of overlapping peaks, the branch of Wuling Mountain has many isolated
peaks and long ridges, as well as many quartzites, limestone, slate, etc., which generally
account for about 60% of the total rock formation. There are many caves, ravines, dark rivers,
traversing the mountains, canyons are exceptionally beautiful, and there are many
"underground palaces". Tenglong Cave, Luoshui Cave and Silver Carp Cave in the east of
Lichuan City, Western Hubei Autonomous Prefecture constitutes a large group of karst caves.
The main cave is more than 8,700 meters long and is the longest karst cave discovered in
China. The widest point of the cave is more than 170 meters, the highest point is more than 80
meters, and there are lava mountains - Yaowu Mountain and Baiyu Mountain with a height of
more than 100 meters in the cave; the total area of the whole cave is 620,000 square
meters. It is also one of the larger karst caves discovered so far. The cave is like a net, densely
covered with stalactites, just like a crystal dragon palace. According to the survey, Wufeng
Tujia Autonomous County has more than 140 natural karst caves in an area of more than
2,300 square kilometers. On the north and south sides of the county and on the bank of the
Tianchi River, there are caves as dense as cobwebs, such as Changsheng Cave and Rhino
Basin Cave, and these cave sceneries are very beautiful. There are many caves in the junction
area of the four provinces, densely covered with turbulent currents, and the water drop is
large. There are not only a large number of waterfalls for viewing, but also power generation
and the water energy resources are very rich.
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The mountains are haunted by the Qingjiang, Youshui, Lishui, Loushui, Wushui,
Wuyjiang, Yujiang, Gongshui (Zhongjian River), Tangya River, etc., all of which are tributaries
of the Yangtze River formed by trickling down. They are intertwined between the Wuling
Mountains, Wushan Mountains and Dalou Mountains, forming numerous creek caves in the
frontier of the Yunnan-Guizhou Plateau in the southwest. However, in the summer and
autumn, there are more torrential rains, and there are flash floods from time to time, and
farmland, houses, roads, bridges, etc. are often destroyed and traffic are blocked. Most
tributaries are available for boating. Qingjiang, Youshui, Loushui, Yujiang and other rivers
and streams all have the benefits of fish and salt, and they all have great development value in
the socialist modernization.
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2. Climate
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The mountainous areas at the junction of the four provinces basically belong to the
subtropical humid monsoon climate. Due to the influence of various geomorphological factors,
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the temperature, rainfall and sunshine vary greatly in the border areas of Sichuan, Hubei and
Hunan. The weather in the same autonomous prefecture or the same autonomous county is not
the same. For example, in the late spring of 1982, when we went to the area bordering the four
provinces, Jishou, Enshi and other cities had already bloomed in spring, but some mountains
in Xiushan, Lichuan, Xianfeng and other counties were still covered in snow. The wild
mountains and river valleys in Badong were already lush and green, while the Yesan Pass was
full of ice and snow. At the turn of summer and autumn, we had also been here. The sky here
was clear and sunny, and after ten kilometers, it was pouring rain there. The climate in the
mountains changes more, the drizzle and fog on the mountains were misty, the mountainside
was windy and the sun was warm, and the heat was unbearable when we reached the villages
at the foot of the mountain. We wore shirts in the urban area of Enshi (more than 500
meters above sea level), but we drove 110 kilometers to Chengguan in Lichuan City (about
1,100 meters above sea level), and we had to wear jackets in the morning and evening. The
popular Tujia folk saying, "The mountain is as high as one zhang, the climate is very
different" showing that the climate in the mountainous area changes greatly. Taking the
Qianjiang River as an example, for every 100 meters of elevation increase, the temperature
drops by 0.5 °C, the phenological season is postponed by 4 days, the higher the altitude, the
more rainfall, the less the sunshine hours. The average temperature in mountainous areas is
generally between 15°C and 17°C throughout the year, the highest temperature is around
35°C, and the lowest temperature is -5°C to 10'C. Summer is cool, winter is warm, the low
mountains and valleys are milder, and the average temperature of Qingjiang Canyon is over
5°C; therefore, it is known as "the warm valley of the Qingjiang River".
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The rainfall in Xidong is more abundant, and the average annual rainfall is usually 1300
to 1440mm. The autumn rains in Western Hubei are more frequent and the rainfall is uneven,
sometimes it does not rain for a long time, and sometimes it rains 200 mm per day, and the
rainstorm becomes a disaster and flash floods come in. The rainfall in Western Hunan and
southeastern Sichuan is more abundant, but it is mostly concentrated in the second quarter of
rainfall and enters the dry period after July: in some places, the autumn rains are continuous
and the rainfall distribution is uneven.
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The mountainous places have more fog, less sunshine and more humidity, and the low

mountain places have less wind, which is extremely favorable for the growth of crops in the
mountains.

3. FFPRH “BEWL”

3. “"Baibao Mountain” to be developed
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Although the places where Tujia live together are full of high mountains and lofty hills,
they are surrounded by many rivers and streams and have a subtropical temperature and
humidity climate, so they are particularly rich in products. The ancestors of Tujia who settled
here first lived by farming the mountains for a long time, "relying on the mountains to eat the
mountains" and "raising the mountains to eat the mountains";
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The mountains here are the "Hundred Treasure Mountains", suitable for the development
of agricultural forestry and cash crops, with large area of arable or farmable mountains.
The grains are mainly corn, potatoes, sweet potatoes, rice, wheat, barley, buckwheat, sorghum,
soybeans, broad beans, peas, mung beans, red beans, white cloud beans, etc., and their yields
are high. There are also many edible melons. Before the founding of the People's Republic of
China, the Tujia people cultivated many “shetian" fields with extensive cultivation.
Nowadays, some new agricultural technologies have been promoted, such as mulching crops,

hybrid corn, cultivation of various good varieties, rational fertilization, new methods of insect
and weed control, etc., and the yield of crops has increased compared to before. The mountain
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area is rich in forest, animal husbandry and sideline resources. In particular, the production
conditions of forestry are particularly favorable.
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The vast mountainous area where Tujia lives is rich in plant resources, with more than
1,100 species of trees and shrubs, and many timber forests and economic forests. Among them,
there are more than 40 species with high economic value and good growth, such as horsetail
pine, cedar, cypress, paulownia, tsubaki, camphor, nanmu, tung tree, oil tea, palm tree, olive,
etc. In the past, precious wood such as nanmu was still a tribute to the dynasty. Since the
founding of the People's Republic of China, the Tujia area has stored a lot of standing wood
for China and provided a large amount of commercial wood. Western Hunan Autonomous
Prefecture has provided 4.15 million cubic meters of timber to China, 4 million cubic meters
in two cities and six counties in Western Hubei, and now has 15.1 million cubic meters of
living standing wood. The stone pillars in southeastern Sichuan and the masson pine in
Youyang and other counties are red in color, thin in skin and fast in growth, good in tree,
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straight in trunk, and strong resistance to diseases and insect pests, where is a key seed
collection base of Masson Pine in China and Sichuan Province.
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Longshan, Sangzhi, Dayong, Hefeng, Lichuan, Badong, Wufeng, Xiushan, Youyang and
other Tujia settlements have several virgin forests yet to be developed.
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Xiangtan Garden and Bengjianzi in Changyang, Hubei Province, each has the original
species of "Five Generations Together" of the original species of hairy leaf Tung tree
community of more than 10,000 mu, praised by botanists as "the hometown of The Tong". At
Western Hunan Jita District, Longshan County, Autonomous Prefecture, there are many
ancient Metasequoia, one of the trees is 41 meters high, the bust is 5.8 meters, the body of the

tree is wrapped around two large ancient vines, and the Tujia people call it "double dragon
holding pillar”.
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There are many mountains and forests in Tujia area, producing a large amount of wood
and forest by-products, some of which are not only popular in China, but also become famous
brand products in the international market. The "Xiu Oil" produced in the Youxiu area of
southeast Sichuan, the "Golden Tung Oil" produced in Western Hunan and the "Golden Silk
Tung Oil" produced in Western Hubei are all famous in the world. Hunan has 6 Tongyou

counties with an annual output of more than 10,000 dan, and 4 counties inhabited by Tujia
people in Western Hunan.
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More than two hundred years ago, Xiushan Tujia people mastered the whole set of
unique technology of processing tung seeds and boiling tung oil. The tung oil produced by
them has a high viscosity, the oil wire can be up to one meter long, and the adhesion is also
very strong. In addition to being resistant to acid, alkali, salt, and high temperature, it can also
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prevent hupensis, moss and insects. Therefore, tung seeds and tung oil are traditional
commodities for Tujia people to trade at home and abroad.
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In addition, in the areas inhabited by the Tujia people, there are large and small lacquer
tree everywhere in the low mountains and semi-alpine places between 500 meters and 1,500
meters above sea level. Tujia people are experts at planting lacquer trees, cutting lacquer and
making lacquer. The lacquer tree they plant can usually be cut and harvested in about 7 years.
Some old lacquer tree can produce 2.7 kg of lacquer juice every year. The "Maoba lacquer",
which is called the "king of paint", is produced in the area of Maoba and Xiaochen bordering
Lichuan and Xianfeng in west of Western Hubei. The lacquer is thick, contains little natural
water, and has high lacquer content, a strong grip on wood and good gloss, which is well
received at home and abroad. The five counties inhabited by Tujia people in southeastern
Sichuan are the center of raw lacquer varieties resources in Sichuan. Pengshui's "Wanzu" law
lacquer is also exported to foreign countries. The Tujia area is rich in law lacquer, and it has
long been famous all over the world. The lacquer is beautiful, as the Song sings: "The lacquer

is clear like a mirror, and the hanging wire is like a fishing hook. Shaking the tabby color,
hitting the floating”
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There are also many oil plants in this area. Camellia seeds and chia seeds have extremely
high oil content. In 1982, Western Hunan produced 650,000 tons of tea seed oil, and Xiushan
produced 1.9 million jin of tea seeds. The average annual output of Pengshui is about 15,000
quintals. The average annual output of tallow in Youyang is 39,000 quintals, ranking among
the best in China.
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Due to the long period of rain and heat cycle in mountainous areas, more clouds and high
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humidity, it is suitable for the development of forestry and the cultivation of various neutral
and humidity-tolerant economic crops; the potential for diversification is great. The
production of mountain products such as tobacco, tea, fruit and medicine has a large output
and high quality. Tobacco leaves produced in Western Hubei are of high quality, which were
exported to more than 10 countries including Italy and Indonesia in 1985.
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The Wuling Mountains, bordering the four provinces, are particularly cloudy and suitable
for growing tea. It is one of the famous tea producing areas in China. The quality of the tea
produced is excellent. "Yihong Tea" is not only the best tea in Hankou, Shanghai and other tea
markets, but also has already entered the international market. "Yuyuan" (or "Yulu") from
Enshi, "Wujia Taigong Tea" from Yi'en, green tea from Qianjiang and Pengshui, and black tea
from Sangzhi are all famous teas in China. Gu Zhang's "Bai Zheng Jian" was exhibited at an
international exposition and was praised by visitors. When you go to the village where Tujia
lives, you can see tea gardens everywhere. Western Hubei is one of the production bases of
the China’s foreign trade export tea. Western Hunan grows more than 63,000 mu of tea, with
an annual output of 8,947 quintals in 1982.
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The fruits produced here are orange, chestnut, walnut, kiwi, hawthorn, bayberry, pear
and so on. There are 88 varieties of fruits produced in Shizhu Tujia Autonomous County.
Badong and other places near the Three Gorges are known as the "Hometown of Oranges".
Summer oranges, red oranges and seedless tangerines produced in Laifeng, Xuanen,
Changyang, Longshan, Sangzhi, Dayong, Luxi, Pengshui and other counties. Pengshui,
Shizhu, Xianfeng, Xuanen, Jianshi and other counties all produce large quantities of
high-quality Chinese kiwifruit. Pengshui's annual output of kiwifruit is more than 6 million jin.
The Tujia concentrated area have now domesticated wild kiwi trees, cultivated and planted
saplings, and used them to make wine, canned food and preserves. The honey pears from
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Jingyang River in Jianshi, walnuts and locust fruits from Changyang, and oil chestnuts from
Longshan and other places all produce more fruits.
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The Tujia area is known as the "natural medicine storehouse". There are 2,088 kinds of
natural plant medicinal materials in Western Hubei alone, 480 kinds of which are commonly
used by the people, and more than 200 kinds are purchased by China. In the 1950s, there were
Chinese herbal medicines everywhere in Western Hunan. On the way to school, elementary
school students can carry a basket of medicinal materials on their backs, which can be
exchanged for one semester's tuition, which shows that there is a huge reserve of Chinese
herbal medicines. Therefore, the border area of the four provinces is also an important
origin of Chinese herbal medicines in China. Chinese herbal medicine has become a way for
Tujia people to get rich. Shizhu and Lichuan are known as "the hometown of Coptis
chinensis", and Pengshui chinensis is also quite famous. It is not only sold well in China, but
also sold to Southeast Asia and Europe and the United States.

WX A IAE TR, I T IR RHOR N T 1., HgoR, ffr i ER s
S A AR RO AR 2, BEEE T R BUR BRI A, 2 5 T R X AT i — S8 B 0 3,
FTEL, fEEZRERTAE “ T, TINRTT” BET . FERISE U AN )1 2R R 2 Ak mT AR
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There are many Chinese gall trees in the mountains, and the tannins extracted from
Chinese gall have great uses and high economic value. There are also many wild and planted
palms, and a large amount of palm flakes can be peeled off every year, which is an important
commodity exchanged with the plains. Therefore, there is a proverb among the Tujia people

that "thousands of palms, countless descendants". Palms can be seen everywhere in western
Hunan and Hubei and southeastern Sichuan.

FEREMEE T, KEWRZ, FW. KEWSERZHEHE. R Ak
B WE, RIS KB EBAR. FESE, Bl R 2 K E R .

Under the cover of the vast forest, there are many edible mushrooms such as Ganoderma
lucidum, fragrant mushrooms, and big foot mushrooms. Lichuan and Shizhu produce osmund

and fiddlehead, and Lichuan, Changyang, Badong, Wufeng and other counties also produce a
lot of fungus and mushrooms.

TERMRA, R EAT TADE AR EARMARZE =2, BRI ERE. A,
HEF. BB, B, B, RErEE. R, KIE. BHEEE, WS, VIR Sk,
ESE, BIAEF R EZERE. DI, RE. BE. RS NIXRE4
T, AR R RERER D L BUREEE, RERFENLS, AT
GZIPNEER Rk

There are many wild animals living in the forest. Shennongjia, Badong produce golden
monkeys, flying squirrels, white bears, white deer, white musk, white deer, white monkeys,
white snakes, etc. The musk deer, research mice, minks, bright mane sheep, oriole, golden
monkeys in Western Hunan, macaque, etc., are all rare birds and animals protected by China.
Historically, tiger skin, musk, white wax, etc. are the famous "tributes" of this area, and the

giant salamander (commonly known as "baby fish") produced in this area is delicious and
nutritious, and has now been included in the national protection of animals.

RN WL BHR R, A2 I R R A AT T 1 2 BT 5, 2 R TR PR £ SRR
BRIR A BRI B TR, AR, EE KRB Pk b, RS HIX
R R DT R B X 2 — . BB IR 5T, e AR B =, A
= B RUEEMURG 300 Fh, il i)\ T LRI BB R L TR, AR I SR AR R 7 LU b )
B A, el NN 2 1982 FE PRI R 34 6, M 1983 42, AL
Wk E O, 1985 G NFHIRNIRA A 271 76, HPHOlN 230 76, &AL EIR
1) 85%, °] WL J@ it Bk, e R IREUE Mgtz —.

Tujia people live near mountains and rivers. Many fish and shrimps are their main targets
for fishing and hunting, and they are also the source of skin and meat. The sparse woodlands
and grassy hills between the brooks and caves are vast, and the climate is mild, which is
suitable for the development of animal husbandry. Historically, the Tujia area was one of the
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areas that paid tribute horses to the Central Plains Dynasty. Wuling Mountain not only has
vast pastures, but also has nearly 300 kinds of fine and lush red clover, white clover, ryegrass
and other forage grasses. Longshan's Bamian Mountain and Enshi's big mountaintop are the
animal husbandry pilot sites in the southern mountains in China. The people's average
agricultural income of Longshan Bamian Mountain Township in 1982 was only 34 yuan.
Since 1983, the establishment of grassland to develop animal husbandry, the average
agricultural income of people in 1985 was 271 yuan, of which animal husbandry income was
230 yuan, accounting for 85% of the total agricultural income, it can be seen that the
development of mountain animal husbandry, is also one of the ways for Tujia farmers to get
rich.

WE A S X H AT TR R, EEAAHE. LE. F. . B0 R AR
Joit B o KB EIHE. FRZE .. BILNZKIANT, Sy, GREiE, Rk
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The livestock currently raised in the border areas of the four provinces are mainly pigs,
goats, cattle and rabbits. Qianjiang was once an advanced county for the development of live
pigs. Pengshui County raises more pigs and cattle. The beef jerky from Qianjiang and
Pengshui is thin and transparent, bright in color and especially fresh in taste. The goats in
Badang have no horns, the famous "dog-headed sheep", warm, high meat yield, less gas, and
excellent quality of leather. The goat leather produced in Western Hubei has already entered
the international market and enjoys a high reputation. Shizhu is suitable for raising
long-haired rabbits, 120,000 rabbits have been raised in 1985, and more economic benefits
have been obtained.
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The underground resources in Tujia area are very rich. Cinnabar and sulphur were all
tributes to the Central Plains dynasty. There are also dozens of metallic ores, non-metallic ores

and fuel ores, such as coal, iron, phosphorus, manganese, copper and so on. Many of them
have large reserves and high grades, but most of them have not yet been developed.

BAE, 1ENUE X R 2 B BURANR, 1EFE SR LI 25 A R
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Now, the people of Tujia, Miao and Han living in the border areas of the four provinces
are striving to forge ahead for the prosperity of the local economy and national culture!
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