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Project Two Awareness on Costumes of Tujia
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Task Three Costumes Feature of Tujia
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3.3: Characteristics of costume material of Tujia
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The brocade and embroidery of Tujia are very famous, and they are often used in
costumes, which has become a major feature and highlight of Tujia costumes. Uncle Wang
told me that, Tujia girls usually started to learn embroidery and weaving from the age of nine
or ten. During this period, they must learn the traditional skills of embroidery and weaving in
the boudoir of the stilted building. It's just a pity that no one can see people weaving flowers
now, and the embroidery craftsmanship is still well preserved.
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Embroidery is a kind of Tujia embroidery variety, which is divided into "picking
flowers" and "pulling flowers”. “Picking flowers" is to embroider various patterns on the
intersection of warp and weft of the cloth with needles in the form of "cross"; “pulling

flowers" is developed on the basis of picking flowers. First, outline the flowers, grasses, fish,
birds, etc. with lines, and then fill the gaps with various color lines in the form of picking
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flowers. Comparing "picking flowers” with "pulling flowers”, because "picking flowers" are

made of white cloth and black threads, which are contrasting, simple and elegant; but "pulling
flowers” are gorgeous.
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In Youyang, I came to the paradise written by the legendary Tao Yuanming, where I was
fortunate to see the whole process of Tujia brocade weaving and brocade: using blue or black
yarns as warp yarns, and then using colorful colored silk yarns as weft yarns. When weaving,
a square end made of a bull horn or metal, a sharp and slightly upturned knife at one end to
pick up the weft yarn to the appropriate position (mainly according to the needs of the pattern),
and then use a horizontal wooden board to tighten the weft yarn, so that the woven brocade is
quite thick and durable, and the pattern is exquisite, and the pattern variety is as many as two
or three hundred, used for costumes and quilts. According to legend, a long time ago, Tujia
people could use blue and black yarn to weave into cloth, which is called "Xibu". Among
them, “Xilankapu" is the best of the Xibu, and the legend is that it was first created by a Tujia
girl named "Sealand". "Xilankapu", also known as "weaving flowers" or "playing flowers", is
a kind of brocade. "Xilankapu" pays great attention to the contrast of colors. It emphasizes a
kind of artistic effect that is colorful, fresh and unclear, stable and harmonious, and reflects

the national character of Tujia. In the past, weaving "Xilankapu" was a must-have skill for
Tujia girls, and "Xilankapu" was a necessary dowry for Tujia girls.



