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Project Two Awareness on Costumes of Tujia
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Task Two Costumes Classification of Tujia
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2.4: Tujia shoes and hats accessories
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Tujia children do not pay much attention to the clothes and trousers. After the age of 4,
the costumes of children are different from boys and girls. Boys tend to be plain, and girls
tend to be flowers. Tujia uses wrapped head cloth, or green silk pa, or white pa, or uses
Xilankapu, all of which are five or six feet or even more than ten feet, commonly known as
"Baotou". Men generally have adult herringbone or circles shape on the top of their heads,
while women generally do not wrap herringbone shape, leaving the center of the top of the
head empty. Men often use leggings (also known as “foot binding"), which not only facilitates
movement, can keep warm, but also protects the calf, especially suitable for trekking in the
mountains and forests.
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There are many kinds of shoes of Tujia, according to different uses and climates. Men's
shoes include straw sandals, cloth shoes, and spiked shoes: from the turn of spring and
summer to autumn, wear straw sandals with full ears in winter, add cloth tube socks, wear
sandals or cloth shoes woven with linen in their spare time, and wear homemade leather
spikes on snowy days, which can be snowproof and water-proof, and it can also be non-slip.
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Women's shoes are more particular. Except for the "dog teeth" on the edge of the shoe,

the uppers are mostly made of blue, green and pink silk. The front of the toe was embroidered
with various flowers, butterflies and bees with five-color silk threads.
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Tujia women pay great attention to hair accessories, before a girl gets married. Generally,
the hair is combed into a single braid, and the end of the braid is tied with colored cloth strips
and hung behind the back: when getting married. The braid is combed into a bun, and the
silver hairpin is donned, which is dignified and generous, as well as unpretentious yet
beautiful. Tujia girls must have their ears pierced when they are twelve years old, so that they
can wear earrings, eardrops and other accessories in the future. The date when girls have to
wear ears is usually in the second month of the lunar calendar, the Flower Festival )
According to legend, because of the protection of the goddess of flowers on this day, the ears
will not fester. The hands and feet of Tujia women also pay great attention to decorative
beauty. They like to wear silver bracelets or jade rings on their wrists, embroidered hoop
waists on their tops, and embroidered pike shoes on their feet, which are plain, fresh, and
beautiful.



