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Project Two Awareness on Costumes of Tujia
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Task One Origin and Development on Costumes of Tujia
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1.2: Formation Stage - Ancient Costumes Period
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This period mainly refers to a period of history before the Five Dynasties when the
nationality in the Central Plains had not yet influenced Tujia, and it shows the haphazard stage
of Tujia costumes that are extremely simple. The study of the development of the textile and
costumes of Tujia in this period reveals a contradictory phenomenon; on the one hand, we can

see that historical data show that the Tujia region has a long history of textile. The textile that
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became "tributes" had been created; On the other hand, from archaeological excavations, folk
tales, and historical legends, we can infer that the harsh environment in the poor mountains
and remote areas have caused them to go through a long stage of primitive social development,
and their living standards are far behind the surrounding areas of Han. Here we need to point
out that the natural climate and geographical environment in the mountains are important
production conditions for some special textile materials, which shows how difficult it is to
produce these "tribute products". In 1973, at the Neolithic cultural site in Pushi Town, Luxi
County, Jiaqi Zhuo Autonomous Prefecture, western Hunan, a pottery spinning wheel used for
original textiles was unearthed.Coincidentally, a similar pottery spinning wheel was also
unearthed at the right cave of the ancients in the Bu’ermen, Shuishun County, and the middle
reaches of Shixishui. It can be seen that as early as more than six thousand years ago, the area
where the ancestral Tujia ancestor lived had primitive textile tools; the emergence of textile

tools confirmed the emergence of textile activities in this period.
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As early as the patrilineal clan period, the ancestors of Tujia lived in the Qingjiang River
valley in the Western Hubei, and their textile was already in existence. The Huayang Guozhi -
Ba Zhi" contains: After King Wu of Zhou defeated Yin Shang, he divided the sons of Ji in Ba
and granted them official positions, "The soil was planted with five grains, and the livestock
was six animals. Mulberry, silkworm, hemp...... Were for tribute." The Book of Han - South
Barbarians Biography" and even the King of Qin Hui and Ba Zhong, the Ba people was for
the barbarians ruler, the people of the household got married with eight Zhang and one Chi
cloth. The "Yu Chapter" explained: the “Tujia” people dressed with barbarian towels. That is
to say, the title of the cloth used by Tujia to pay taxes to the government. The Book of Han -
South Barbarians Biography" also contains the earliest costume form of the "blood stream
barbarians" in Shijia region, "Weaving skins, dyeing grass and good blood-colored clothes, all
sanctions had tail clothes". In addition, the Tujia region still existed primitive performing arts
- Maogusi, can also be said to be a reflection of its dress form. From the primitive
performance art “Maogusi " dance of surviving Tujia cypress, we can see that the sweaters
worn by the performers are made of thatch or straw, as well as palm leaves or brown pieces.
From this, it can be inferred that the Tujia ancestor’s lifestyle is extremely backward. There is
no spinning ability and technology, only use animal skin straw and other more primitive
materials to cover the body to keep warm. The method of wearing the sweater is also
extremely simple, those grass pieces are directly surrounded by the waist and chest, arms and
head, the upper end of the hood stands 3 to 5 sharp conical horns, the odd number of horns

indicates people, even number of horns indicates cattle and animals. Each actor is equipped
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with a wooden stick with a root length of 1 meter and wrapped in a straw rope, and a red cloth
is bandaged at the top. During the performance, the performers made strange screams with

fixed props, danced to the frenetic totem dance that represents the human beings entering the

patriarchal clan society.
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Maogusi costume is a reflection of the original clothing of the ancestors of Tujia, which
implies that Tujia has experienced the primitive era of knotted grass for clothing. In the Book
of Han - South Barbarians Biography” - it is recorded that the "five-color clothes" are
presumed to be decorated with colorful brocade. Compared with the Maogusi attire, the Tujia
ancestors began to decorate themselves with cloth, they were surrounded by linen strips
woven by primitive hand looms, and hung with primitive dresses decorated by colorful

brocade. It can be said that it is the beginning of the real costume of Tujia. If we compare the
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origin of the Tujia costume with the development status of Central Plains costume, we will
see the simplicity of the Tujia costume in this period. The period of the Central Plains
costume was during the Zhou Dynasty, when the Tujia ethnic community began to form.
"Zhou Li- Chunguan": "The minister of costume is in charge of the King's auspicious clothes,
defining their names and objects, and their use of things." According to the light and heavy of
the ceremony, each serves its own clothes, so it is said that the preparation of the costumes is

complete.



