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Buyi Tie-Dye | Tie-Dye, Touch, Blue, White
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A tourist once sincerely sighed: Qiannan people are really happy!
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Indeed, the continuous green peaks and forests, sour and spicy delicacies and

diversified ethnic cultural genes have jointly derived diversified cultural heritages such as

traditional villages, ethnic buildings and handicrafts in southern Guizhou.
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Among them, the most amazing one is the ethnic minority costume of "different

customs in one mile, different costumes in ten miles", or silver clothes, or gorgeous,

showing the unique fingertip memories of Guizhou everywhere.
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The Bouyei people, who grow up in tie-dye, are mainly rooted in this colorful
land. Whenever the sunlight pours down, the blue and white of tie-dyed cloth on the old

wall of the village is particularly charming, and the whole ancient village is radiant.
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Today's colorful trip to southern Guizhou starts with this blue and white tie-dye cloth.
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To have a deep understanding of this blue-and-white national art, we must first

learn about the long history of a thousand years ago and what tie-dye is.
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The textile and printing and dyeing technology in ancient China has a very long
history. It can be said that the existence of "weaving" has triggered the appearance of
"dyeing". People know that coloring is carried out on bones, stones, leather products and
even feathers to please the eyes or express symbolic significance. Of course, coloring is

also carried out on carefully woven silk fabrics.
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The earliest book related to tie-dye is the Veritable Records of Eryi. According to records,
tie-dye originated from the Yellow River Basin and was called "Zha Xie" and "Jiao Xie"

in ancient times. There are simple butterfly patterns, Ma Xie Xie and other patterns.
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Tie-dye, Indigo Print and Indigo Print are known as the three major printing and dyeing

technologies in ancient China. They are traditional folk handicrafts in China, and some

fabrics are tied and knotted for anti-dyeing treatment.
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Bai Juyi of the Tang Dynasty wrote in his poem "Huangjia Xielin has cold leaves", and the
economy is prosperous at present. Many women's dresses and household screens at or
above the middle level are tie-dye products, which even became the fashion of clothing
at that time and spread to Japan and other countries. Japan regards China's tie-dye

technology as a national treasure.
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In the Dongda Temple in Japan, there are also colorful Indigo Prints of the Tang
Dynasty. Later, it was introduced to Yunnan and Guizhou, where China is rich in water

resources and mild in climate, through Japan, where the ancient tie-dye technology settled.
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In 2006, tie-dyeing was listed as a national intangible cultural heritage by the

Ministry of Culture.
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Tie-dyeing is like unpacking a blind box, which is a unique hand-printed romantic.
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Zizhi Tongjian Remarks describes the ancient tie-dye process in detail: "Cuo
kneads it with a knot, and then dyes it. If it is dyed, the knot will be removed. All the knots
are in the original color, and if it is dyed, it will be dyed. It is colorful."
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The beauty of natural transition is the uniqueness of tie-dye, which makes tie-dye
have strong artistic vitality across the century. The simple and natural tie-dye of the Buyi

nationality is generally divided into four major steps: improvisation drawing, needle

threading and knotting, lower vat dyeing, and dismantling, washing and dyeing cloth.
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1. Improvised drawing. Spread the cotton cloth on the table or slate, and improvise various
patterns. Traditional patterns are basically flowers, birds, insects and fish, and now Chinese

characters, Pinyin and even English are integrated into traditional patterns.
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2. Thread needles and tie knots. Knot and stitch the white cloth according to the veins of
the patterns on the white cloth. There are at least more than 100 variation techniques,

which are very test of power. The following are the six common knotting techniques:
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Binding method: The binding method is to bind the fabric with cotton thread
or hemp rope according to the pre-established idea, or pull it up a little, or follow the long

strip, or after various folding treatments.
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Folding and dyeing: It is the most widely used technique in tie-dyeing. The folded

fabric is bundled and dyeed to form a symmetrical separate pattern. After multiple folds,

one front and one back can be made into two continuous patterns.

10
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Flat needle stitching method: The flat needle stitching method can form stripes

and make patterns and leaves. Use a needle to thread, evenly sew the fabric along the

designed pattern, and then tighten it. This is a convenient and free method to fully express

the designer's creative intent.
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Knotting and ligation method: The knotting and ligation method is to knot the fabric

diagonally, fold it and bend it in different ways, so as to block the infiltration of dye.
Knotting methods: knotting at four corners, oblique knotting, knotting at any part, etc.

11



YN\ 0 = 55 iR i 2 BR e & LRI 575 B
THE LIBRARY OF INHERITANCE AND INNOVATION OF MINORITY CLOTHES

Kk FMEAE. =M. NAIBERARKIARR . ITH . I &5 A
VIRAL, PRJE SIS BT g, etz B R~ BB “UkE:” ROk, 53
B, BAMRE S, HAFEENOE,

Clipping method: The folded fabric is clamped with round, triangular, hexagonal
and other shapes of wood boards, bamboo chips and bamboo sticks, and then tied with
ropes to form an anti-dyeing effect. The fabric between the splints produces a hard and
straight "ice grain" effect. Compared with the folding method, the black-and-white effect

is more distinct and has rich color halo.
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Arbitrary folding method: It is also known as the making of marble patterns. It is
to tie and dye the fabric after making arbitrary folds; then tie and dye it again (or tie and

dye it multiple times from light to deep, which can produce a marble-like effect.

12
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3. Lower cylinder dyeing. First, collect fresh indigo to make dye, then soak the cloth in
clean water, wring out the water, fold it and put it on a stone slab or bench to hammer it
flat, then slowly put it into a dyeing tank with dye, repeat the dyeing for many times, take
out the cloth and wash it with clean water and dry it after two days, and then repeat the
above-mentioned procedure of dyeing until it is dye to the required color, and then rinse

and dry it repeatedly with clean water.
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4. Remove and clean the dyeing cloth. Gently disassemble the stitched thread with
scissors or awl, clean it again, and hammer it flat and dry it. The pattern is exposed, the
dye penetration is very natural, and the color transition of the pattern is natural, which is

very beautiful.

14
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There are no two identical leaves and no two identical tie-dyed fabrics in the world.

15
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Tie dyeing is like unpacking a blind box. No one knows what colors will appear before the
fabric leaves the dye, and the result is always surprising. This is in the era of mechanical

printing and dyeing technology, like a unique hand-printed dyeing romance.
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Bouyei Tie-dye, Tie-dye, Touch, Blue, Bai and Yi
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The ancestors of the Bouyei nationality, "Baiyue", is one of the earliest ethnic groups in

China's printing and dyeing process.
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Before the modern weaving and dyeing techniques reached maturity, the Bouyei
people living in warm and humid Guizhou knew the secrets of nature from plants. They
had long begun to use their own weaving and a large number of polygonum blue to dye

their own indigo and tell their own blue stories.

TERHINLE . TR KL HEIR R, RIGLAECZ s ks, Rkt
RS TE TN 1, SO T IR 7 )L

Fresh conception, ingenious composition and gorgeous colors show the unique style of
tie-dye technology. With strong national characteristics and full of fashion, it has

become a favorite in the eyes of tourists.
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Bouyei tie-dye has a history of hundreds of years. The importance of tie-dye products is
still irreplaceable, from bedsheets and tablecloths to clothes and skirt caps, from

traditional national festivals to birth, old age, illness and death.

18
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It can be said that Bouyei tie-dye reflects the historical trajectory of the material

and cultural traditions of ethnic minorities in southwest China to a certain extent.
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Due to the closed geographical environment and ethnic psychological genes, the

traditional printing and dyeing technology is enduring and unique, with high cultural and

artistic value, which is of great practical significance to the study of Bouyei ethnic culture.

19
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Unfortunately, most of the villagers master tie-dye skills, and fewer and fewer

young people know tie-dye skills.
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Due to the limited knowledge of the elderly, the patterns and styles of tie-dye
works made by the elderly are single, which makes it difficult to open up the market of
tie-dye crafts. The inheritance of this ancient craft gradually appears to be broken, and it is

urgent to protect the traditional ethnic crafts.

20
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"Old tradition" requires the modern expression of "new vitality" intangible cultural heritage
skills, linking the inside and outside of the mountain
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With the development of tourism and the great influence of the integration of
Chinese and western cultures, more and more people have seen the value of Bouyei
tie-dye, and more and more individuals and organizations have participated in the

inheritance and development of Bouyei tie-dye.
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He Maoqing, a native Bouyei woman, is one of them. The tie-dye of the Bouyei
ethnic group is rejuvenated by the mutual assistance of her family, policy dividends and

the help of the talented mother project.
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New forms of presentation are applied to both the components of patterns and the

forms of products, and the cultural characteristics of the Buyi nationality are still

maintained in innovative applications.

22
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The creative inheritance of ethnic elements not only creates economic value for

Buyi culture, but also deepens people's understanding of Buyi culture and promotes the

inheritance and development of Buyi culture.
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Techniques have been passed down from generation to generation, and dying
cloth continues. The modern expression of Bouyei tie-dyeing skills has become a bridge
connecting the world inside and outside the mountain. Only by integrating traditional
skills with contemporary life can intangible cultural heritage continue to the future and

culture be promoted to the outside world.
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