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Project One Decoding Tujia Culture

EH— L3k LTI

Task One Tracing the History and Culture of Tujia

1.1: EFRKRELGE

1.1: Origin and evolution of Tujia

1. RERER

1. Origin and evolution
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Tujia is one of the ethnic minorities with a long history in southern China. Although the
ethnic name appeared relatively late, its ancestors have long thrived in the south. As far as the
life experience of one of the ancestors of Tujia, the Ba people, has overcome difficulties here
with a history of more than 2,000 years.
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In order to strengthen their control over the Tujia area, the central dynasties of Yuan,
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Ming and Qing successively established and enriched Yongshun, Baojing, Sangzhi, Rongmei,
Shinan, Sanmao, Sinan in Hubei and Hunan provinces, Youyang and Shizhu in Sichuan. The

chieftains insulted Tujia as "Tuman", and it was not until modern times that the name "Tujia

“appeared.
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Regarding the origin of Tujia, there are currently different opinions in academic circles.

)

There are three mainly different theories: the first is that Tujia originated from the Chu and
Qin Tianba and settled in the border areas of Hunan, Hubei, Sichuan and Guizhou. The
second is that, based on the Neolithic cultural sites unearthed in Longshan, Luxi, Dayong and
other counties in western Hunan and other places in the Tujia language, etc., Tujia originated
from the indigenous people in western Hunan and merged with the incoming Ba people and
Han people; the third is that, based on relevant records such as "Tongzhu Chronicle of Fuxi
Prefecture", "Book of Tang Dynasty" and "New Book of Tang Dynasty", Tujia language is

close to Yi language and the customs of Tujia people and some Yi people in Yunnan are the
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same, and it is believed that the Tujia was derived from some of the Wuman people in the
middle of the Tang Dynasty.
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The ancestors of Tujia have experienced the career of clan tribes and tribal alliances.
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In the ancient times of flood and famine, there lived five tribes in the caves around
Yishui (now Qingjiang River) in Hubei Province. The Bashi Wuxiang tribe lived in the Red
Cave, and the Tribes of Pi, Fan, Xiang and Zheng lived in the Black Cave. These five tribes
originally lived in their own caves, and there was no leader to take charge of their affairs, so
they agreed to use the method of competition to select their leader. In the first sword throw, it
was only Ba Wuxiang who hit it. In the second game, they rode on the carved clay boats to
see whose boat could not sink but could float. As a result, it was Ba Wuxiang's boat that could
float, and the boats of the others sank. Everyone admired Ba Wuxiang's ability, and elected
him as the head of the tribe of five surnames, called "Linjun". Later, Linjun led the tribe of
five surnames to migrate along the Yishui to Yanyang, where was famous for fish and salt.

According to the legend, a matriarchal clan tribe in Yanyang—the Salt Goddess Tribe, invited
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the tribes of Linjun to settle there, but Linjun refused, and the Salt Goddess turned into insects
and flew to the sky the next morning to block the sun, darken the sky, and make Linjun's
tribes unable to see the direction to continue, so Linjun sent someone to send the green thread
to the Salt Goddess, and said, let her bring the green thread to see whether it is compatible to
stay, the Salt Goddess agreed to the conditions proposed by Linjun. As a result, when the Salt
Goddess brought to the green thread, Linjun shot at green thread, and killed the Salt Goddess,
the sky became sunny. After defeating this matrilineal clan tribe, Linjun arrived at Yicheng to
establish its capital. After Linjun died, his ghost became a white tiger, and from then on, the
Ba Shi tribe alliance believed in the white tiger. This legend shows that the ancestors of Tujia
once experienced the primitive society stage with the white tiger as the totem. Linjun is the
first generation of Tujia ancestors.
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There is another legend in western Hunan and Hubei, that is, in ancient times, the
universe was once turbid, and there was no distinction between day and night.

Only later did Zhang Gulao rule the sky and Li Guniang rule the earth. Taibai Jinxing gave Li
Guniang eight elixirs. After eating, she became pregnant and gave birth to seven boys and one
girl. The eldest brother is called Qi Li, the second brother is called Man Li, the third brother is
called Tie Han, the fourth brother is called Tong Han, and the fifth brother is called Ya Ke, the
sixth brother is called Chang Jiao, the seventh brother is called Fu Xi, and the eighth sister is
called Yi Bu. Later, when the flood was terrible, brother Fu Xi and sister Yi Bu didn't drown
because they hid in the gourd. They got married and gave birth to one hundred and twenty

surnames, but twenty surnames were killed by sixteen suns, and finally, Only one hundred
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surnames were left. The center of this legend is that brother Fu Xi and sister Yi Bu got
married before there were one hundred surnames. Longshan and Yongshun also worshiped the
eight great gods. In fact, they were the chiefs of the eight tribes of the Tujia ancestors.
Because of their meritorious deeds to Tujia, Tujia sacrificed them with hand-shaking dance.

2. AEARIEFARE

2. Continuous struggle for our country and our people

THFER B WEFER FTEEERNRKR. 25RMNBREANS I
REAAFT S Z . MEEraRE, FTRBAEIL, SEREIIKT FKSE N, EABE
BER I, BEARE, EWARE. EREZ 7800 LA, BAERE 2.

Tujia is a brave, enthusiastic and forthright nation rich in patriotic traditions. The
ancestors of Tujia, the Ba people, participated in the battle of King Wu of the Zhou Dynasty
against the Shang Dynasty and Zhou Dynasty. They charged into the battle, and made the Yin
people change their backs, leading to the demise of the Shang Dynasty." During the Spring
and Autumn period, the Ba people were in fashion for a period, Chu and Ba proclaimed
themself the king. The story of General Ba killing Manzi has been widely circulated among

the people.
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Ba County, Nan County and other places had tiger troubles during the Qin period. Tujia

made a contribution due to shooting tigers with white bamboo crossbow arrows; They
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admired martial courage, were good at fighting, and participated in the war of Qin unificating
the whole country. After the Qin and Han dynasties, almost all the rulers of successive
generations have used their soldiers to conquer battles, because the Tujia soldiers fought
bravely and often won battles, people at that time called them "divine soldiers", "loyal and
victorious army", “hero" etc.
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When Wang Mang usurped the Han throne, the leader of Tujia, Tian Qiang, and his three
sons, Tian Lu, Tian Yu, and Tian Cang, disobeyed Wang Mang's jurisdiction and echoed the
struggles of the Green Forest and the Chimei Peasant Rebellion. During the Eastern Han
Dynasty, because the officials of the prefectures and counties collected taxes, the Tujia chiefs
and peasants in Ba County, Nan County, and Wuling County held many uprisings against
tyranny. From the Qin and Han dynasties to the Ming and Qing dynasties, Tujia peasants
fought against feudal oppression and exploitation in almost every dynasty.
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The Tujia people had a fine tradition of patriotism in history. In the middle of Ming
Jiajing, when Japanese pirates invaded the coast of our country, the Ming Court dispatched a
large number of officers and troops to form a pacifying team. Yongshun, Baojing, Sangzhi,
Zhenxi, Rongmei, Maliao and Youyang formed a contingent of soldiers with Tujia as the main
body and the Participation of the Miao, who were a strong anti-Japanese brigade and made
many military achievements. In 1556, Tian Shijue, a Tusi of Rongmei, led his sons, Tian

Jiuxiao and Tian Jiulong, and his soldiers to pursue the Japanese invaders and won a great
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victory in the battle of Zhu County. Especially in the battle of Zhoushan, Rongmei soldiers
fought in concert with Peng Yinan of the Yongshun Division and Xiang Hefeng of the Sangzhi
Division, and wiped out the pirates harassing Zhejiang, making a significant contribution to
the defense of the motherland's sea frontier.
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In modern times, patriotic generals and revolutionaries of Tujia have emerged one after
another. During the Opium War, Hefeng, a deputy general of the Qing Dynasty, Chen
Liansheng, a member of Tujia, and his son Chen Peng were successively transferred to the
Sanjiangkou, Shajiao, and Dajiao Forts in Guangdong Province, to strictly guard the sea
frontier. In early 1841, Chen Liansheng led more than 600 Chu soldiers to fight with the
invading army coming from the sea, unfortunately, both father and son died in battle. When
the Eight-Power Allied Forces invaded Dagukou in Tianjin, Luo Rongguang from Lunzhou in
western Hunan of Tujia served as the chief soldier of Tianjin town. He was promoted, but did
not go to his post, and remained at the fortress. When the enemy invaded, he took the lead and
resolutely returned fire, and died heroically in the fierce battle with the enemy.
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During the Guangxu period, some foreign missionaries carried out illegal activities in the
area of southeastern Sichuan and western Hubei and caused trouble in Youyang, Qianjiang,

Lichuan, Shinnan, Changle, etc. As a result, they were severely attacked by the local Tujia and
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Han people jointly. Xiang Xietang, Ran Congzhi, Yang Zhenting, Xiang Xuting (also known
as Xiang Xi'an), etc., were all outstanding figures who opposed the invaders. To this day,
Tujia people still eulogize the glorious deeds of Xiang Xietang, the brave warrior who died in
1904, with "Ten Songing": "In the first month of the year, there are joy and happiness,
Xietang are famous all over the world ...... Dragon Boat Festival comes in May, and Xietang
is training soldiers and making guns, determined to destroy the Catholic Church. It is foggy in
June, and the bishop and priest go to the battlefield, wailing to see the king of hell.......
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Many kind and upright men of Tujia participated in revolutionary groups such as the
Chinese Revolutionary League led by Mr. Sun Yat-sen, and fought for the realization of the
republic of all ethnic groups. Wen Chaozhong, Huang Yushan and other people of Tujia in the
Boundary of Sichuan-Hubei organized the “Sichuan, Hubei, Hunan and Guizhou -Blood and
Iron United Heroes Association" (formerly known as the “Blood and Iron Heroes
Association") to overthrow the Qing Dynasty and defeat the powers as the struggle platform.
They mobilized about 70,000 people of all ethnic groups in Qianjiang, Xianfeng, Lichuan,
Pengshui, Youyang and other places to launch an armed uprising in Qianjiang, which captured
the county of Qianjiang and charmed the Qing Court; The brave and righteous heroes were
known as "Blood and Iron Heroes", so the people had worshiped them in the temple since
then." To this day, the majestic field songs sung by the Tujia peasants still celebrate their
revolutionary spirit. Deng Yulin of the Badong Tujia, Mou Hongxun of the Lichuan Tujia, and

Tian Feifeng of the Wufeng Tujia were all important members of the Progressive Association
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and made outstanding contributions in preparing to launch the Xinhai Revolution, in
establishing the new government and in defending Wuhan. Mou Hongxun served as the
president of The Communique of the Republic of China after the success of the Xinhai
Revolution, promoting Sun Yat-sen's revolutionary ideas, advocating a new culture, and
taking credit for the democratic revolution.
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After the founding of the Chinese Communist Party, the Tujia, Miao, Han and other
ethnic groups in the area bordering Sichuan, Hubei, Hunan and Guizhou were led and

influenced by the Chinese Communist Party to carry out revolutionary activities locally and in
other countries.
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Wan Tao (Tujia) was born in Huacun, Fengjiaba, Qianjiang River in 1904. When he was
studying in Chongqing in 1924, he joined the Chinese Communist Party. He was one of the
leaders who founded the revolutionary bases in western Hunan and Hubei during the Second
Civil Revolutionary War. Since then, he served as the deputy secretary and organization
director of the Western Hubei Special Committee of the Chinese Communist Party, the former
secretary of the Third Army of the Chinese Workers' and Peasants' Red Army, and the political
commissar. He worked hard to consolidate and develop the revolutionary bases in Western
Hunan and Hubei. Later, he was persecuted by the wrong route and died at the age of 28 only.
His revolutionary spirit of being diligent, studious, selfless, heroic fighting, and upright,
inspired the people of all ethnic groups to continue to struggle.

FESE R E N S i i ], 3o e R RE e FIRAE. AT . SR,
s H AR FEIT RS 1SR B i AR . DU A S X B % IR R,
PRSI SO S, M T QR TTiR AP . ARSI B XL 280
TRYERER A, #5H AT N. 1929 £ or (SIS B I5 e =B, LR IRREK



DR AR EARENE A B A 3 E R =
THE LIBRARY OF INHERITANCE AND INNOVATION OF MINORITY CLOTHES

W B HEAT I 0 . 1928 SRR EE RN, A TREGE, DU XA TRAZE, 18
SO E R Ge ) “HEE” , AR A a4 s R A b, DY A8 S IX PR 2 5%
i WERILEANE . 2% BB ST, ARSI DA ar iR, HoR Sy &
TERKTTER . #506 +50RMRFEIR . PRSI SCTAE 1926 S FTARFH—a7 LL “HiaHibi.
PP N H HIH SR RN o 1928 4F, BREMAGE: 1929 4E4), P&
PR BN e o B TR ZLZE SR D ZE S DU, BRosmE R, R RAEZLV %58 Tk %
TRE, 2 “HE 8, BALED, JaR, ST By et B S m AL
FIRWR OB MR . W #Eoo. WA RIS 4%, RREM, BN
N NEFRTUR” , SR, So)E R, WIS RN A SR A 5 IR AE
RN G, HRZK 2 IHAEBTLEKI —7, HEUE 300 2 N 1933 4, 3k
[l G0 BN AL = ZE ST B, S RAT R, DUSA X AEAE T =FE SRR,
BRI N B A S IX, Ak 4T 30 2

During the Second Civil Revolutionary War, the Party Central Committee successively
dispatched He Long, Zhou Yiqun, Ren Bishi, Guan Xiangying, Wang Zhen, Xiao Ke and
other comrades to create and establish the Revolutionary Bases in Hunan, Hubei, Sichuan and
Guizhou. The people of all ethnic groups in and around the border areas of the four provinces
actively participated in and supported the revolution, and made great contributions and
sacrifices. Some cadres of Tujia participated into the Soviet power established at that time at
the provincial, county, district, and township levels. In 1929, the Hefeng County Soviet
Government was established, and Wu Tianchi of Tujia served as the chairman. In 1928, He
Long and others returned to western Hunan to organize the Workers' and Peasants'
Revolutionary Army, which was later reorganized into the Workers' and Peasants' Red Army;
in the course of opposing the Kuomintang's "encirclement and suppression” and consolidating
and developing the revolutionary bases, many sons and daughters of Tujia, Miao, and Han in
the border areas of the four provinces joined the party, joined the army, participated in politics,
and supported the front, making tremendous contributions to the establishment and defense of
the revolutionary bases and the strengthening of the revolutionary forces. Chen Nianzhen and
Chen Zongyu, father and son of the Hefeng Tujia, organized the "Divine Soldier Brigade" in

Zouyang in 1926 for the purpose of “refusing donations and taxes, and fighting for the poor".

10



DR AR EARENE A B A 3 E R =

THE LIBRARY OF INHERITANCE AND INNOVATION OF MINORITY CLOTHES
In 1928, Chen Zongyu joined the party; in early 1929, Comrade He Long reorganized the
Divine Soldier Brigade into the Fourth Regiment of the Fourth Army of the Chinese Workers
and Peasants Red Army, with Chen Zongyu as the leader and Chen Nianzhen as the
commander of the Fifth Road Army of the Fourth Army of the Red Army. In the
anti-"encirclement and suppression" campaign, both father and son made many military
achievements, and later, both father and son died for the revolution. The five Fan brothers of
Hefeng Yunnan Zhuang Tujia, Huiyan, Huiqiang, Huiyuan, Huijiu and Huitong joined the Red
Army, and fought bravely. They were known as the "Five Tigers of Fan Family". They made
outstanding military achievements, and sacrificed their lives for the revolution, The whole
family was heroes. After joining the Party in Wuhan, Zhou Nianmin of the Xiaohe Tujia in
Lichuan County returned to his hometown and organized a guerrilla group of more than 300
people in the area of Qianjiang Lishui Dam; in 1933, Comrade He Long organized the
guerrilla group into the Independent Regiment of the Red Army, with Zhou Nianmin as its
leader. Later, he served as the chief of staft of the Ninth Division of the Third Red Army, and
was transferred to the border areas of Hunan, Hubei, Sichuan and Guizhou, where he died at
the age of 30 only.
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The poor peasants, women and children of all ethnic groups in the Tujia region also
contributed to the agrarian revolutionary movement. Wei Guangkuan from Dacun Tujia in
Xianfeng County was so adept at medicine that he not only contributed his family fortune and
children to the revolution, but also treated more than 20 Red Army wounded in October and
November 1933 alone. Later, he accompanied the army on its long march to Baiyucheng on
the border of Kham-Zang, where he died heroically in a battle with enemy troops.
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Li Fengchun of Baiguoyuan in Wufeng Haoping District is an advanced woman of Tujia.
She joined the party in 1928, organized the Haoping Women's Association in 1932. She was
elected as the chairman, led women to support the Red Army, washed clothes, made army
shoes, prepared solid food for the Red Army, and composed "Song of Women Supporting
Front", "Millennium Bottom, Ten thousand threads, it is hard to express the deep friendship
with the Red Army, we sew the uppers and bottoms of soles densely, sending them to the front
line presenting a piece of our heart to let the Red Army kill the enemy." She also made
propaganda, agitation, and organization of the majority of women to support the front. She led
women to sew military shoes more than 20,000 pairs and more than 1,000 pairs of cloth and
straw shoes for the Second Red Army Corps only in the spring of 1931, which were sent to
the front. She helped the troops cover the retreat of the wounded when the Red Army went out
to attack the enemy, and organized women to go to the mountains to gather herbs and other
women to care for and heal the wounded, so that they could return to the front as soon as
possible. She organized women for enemy status report during normal times and to scout for
the enemy during wartime; she accomplished scouting tasks brilliantly at Yu yangguan,
Changleping and other places. In 1930, she served as the party representative of the 2nd
Battalion of the Independent 50th Division of the Red Army. She not only personally

reconnoitered, but also led some soldiers of the 2nd Battalion to participate in the raid on Yu
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yangguan with brilliant results. In 1931, when she was a member of the CPC Haoping District
Party Committee, she was unfortunately arrested while participating in an anti-"encirclement
and suppression" campaign, but under the severe torture and threat of a butcher's knife by the
enemy, she was undaunted. When he was killed, he still shouted "The Red Army is
unstoppable!” The Women's Association is unstoppable!” She was truly worthy of being a
heroic woman even though she was only 29 years old. After the Red Army went north in 1935,
the women recalled the Red Army and sang: “The plum are blooming again, why hasn’t the
Red Army come yet? Mom has mended old clothes, and I have tied my brown straw shoes.”
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Li Qingcheng, a Tujia people from Bafeng Mountain in Hefeng, was a young hero. Li
Qingcheng came from a poor family, loved to listen to He Long's two choppers uprising and
other moving revolutionary stories when he was a child, and often went to the Heming
Academy with his partner to listen to revolutionary truths preached by old red army soldiers.
In January 1929, he heard He Long's speech at the inaugural meeting of the Hefeng County
Soviet: "The Soviet government allows the poor to turn over and to be the masters, we also
have to set up a youth league and a children's league to fight the landlords and divide their
land." After the meeting, he was the first to ask to join the Children's League, and later he was
the general director of the Children's League. He led Tujia children to fight the "dumb evil
gentry" (referring to the fight against the "eight gods"), break idols, ban tobacco, arrest
gamblers, and advocate the new cultural revolutionary movement with his buddies. After the
Red Army broke through to the east in 1932, he stayed in his hometown to carry out

revolutionary activities. Unfortunately, he was arrested. When he was beheaded by the
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reactionaries, he fearlessly shouted: "Long lives the Soviet government!" He was only 16
years old when he died.
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Between 1937 and 1945, many sons and daughters of Tujia went north with the Red
Army to fight against Japan. Tujia, Miao and Han people in the border areas of Hunan, Hubei,
Sichuan and Guizhou, under the leadership of the underground party, actively participated in
the anti-Japanese rescue movement. In the guerrilla war in the Hubei, Sichuan border area,

there were many other Tujia warriors who sacrificed their precious lives.
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